
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



■Jpi' 




THE 

RICHES OF GOD'S FREE GRACE 

PISPEATED IV THE 

LIFE AND CONVERSION 

OP 

CORNELIUS CAYLET, 

(CLEEK IN THE LATE PEHTCESS DOWAaEB OP WALES'fl TBBASITET) 

TO THE FAITH OF JESrS CHEIST, 
HIS LORD AND GOD. 

A NEW EDITION, 

EDITED BY 

THE EDITOE OF THE "LITTLE GLEANEE." 

(the pbopits detoted to chabitable pubposes.) 



"For ihns gaith the Lord God; Behold I, even I, will hoth search my sheep 

' and seek them ont. As a shepherd seeketh out his flock, in the day that he 

is among his sheep that are scattered: so will I seek out my sheep, and will 

deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy 

and dark day."— Ezek. xxxiv. 11, 12. 

",My sheep hear my vioce, and I know them, and they follow me, and I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand."— John x. 27, 28. 

"The Lord is my shepherd ; I shall not want."— Ps. xxili. 1, 
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The Editor of the '* Little Gleaner " commends to the 
reader the following rich account of the Lord's gra- 
cious dealings with one of his dear sheep^ desiring it 
may be a blessing to his soul. If dead in sins^ to his 
awakening ; if bound, to his liberation ; and if a believer, 
to his edification. 




'^The Little Gleaner/* a Monthly Magazine, one penny. 
''The Bower,'' a Monthly Tract, one ftal/penny. 



TO THE HONOUR AND GLORY OP HIS INCARNATE 
GOD AND SAVIOUR, 

CORNELIUS CAYLEY, 

THE UNW0BTHIE8T OF ALL HIS BAX80MED FLOCK, 

Humbly legs leave to dedicate this emaU tribute of his praiee 
and labour of love. 



O Thou most gracious and merciful Jesus, who didst 
leave thy heavenly glory, to seek and to save that which 
was lost ; and didst take pity on me thy poor lost sheep, 
and didst die for my sins, and didst wash them away, in 
thy most precious hlood. I, thy unworthy child, pray and 
beseech thee to take this imperfect publication of thy 
grace and love to me, into thy mighty protection, and by 
the anointing of thy Spirit grant it may comfort and 
establish all thy beloved members in thy faith and love. 
Be pleased, Lord, to accept this small mite, and sanc- 
tify it to the nourish men t«of thy lambs, to the building up 
of thy sheep, and to the oj>ening of the eyes of the blind, 
that they may see thy great salvation. 

O Thou, who wast once dead, but art now alive, and 
livest for evermore, I beseech thee by thy kind providence, 
to send this my confession of thy mercy, unto thy poor, 
weary, heavy-laden children, that wander to and fro in 
this thy own created world ; and through thy almighty 
power grant it may unloose their chains, and put a psalm 
of praise into their mouths, and turn their mourning into 
joy. Vouchsafe, O Lord, to hear the request of thy un- 
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worthy servant, who now doth, and through thy grace will 
acknowledge that whatever blessing any of thy creatures 
may reap from this account of thy mercy to me, that thou 
alone art worthy of the glory and praise ; thou who art 
the great treasury of all wisdom and knowledge, the 
mighty Gtod, the Everlasting Father, and the Prince of 
Peace. To whose protection I fly, beseeching thee to 
take me, and all thy poor disciples who yet travail in the 
kingdom of thy Cross, into thy Almighty care ; and grant 
that we may live in thee, and die in thee, and rise again 
in thee, and eternally behold thy glory, and be conformed 
to thy most blessed and perfect image. 

And now, most gracious Lamb, I do acknowledge 
thee to be my only Saviour and Hedeemer ; and that 
nothing but thy blood and merits, (which thou wast 
pleased to put on me when dead in sin,) could have 
washed and clothed my naked soul. Therefore, with 
angels and archangels, and all the glorified above, will I 
gladly join to acknowledge, that thou art worthy to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honour, and blessing ; and may every creature which 
is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
such as are under the sea, and all that is in them, say, 
Amen : — Hallelujah. 



A NEEDFUL PREFACE. 



To THE KeADES, 

Whosoeteb thou firt that hast this book put into thy 
hands by the providence of Almighty God, I would address 
a few words unto thee, before thou proceedest in the 
reading thereof. 

In the first place, I would desire thee to pause a mo- 
ment, and to examine seriously, with what view thou sit- 
test down to read this book. Is it with a desire to search 
after truth, that thy soul may be edified ? Or is it only 
a vain curiosity, just to please thy carnal fancy or imagi- 
nation ? Or with a heart already prejudiced, and prepared 
to censure and condemn ? Take heed, whosoever thou art, 
of jesting or trifling with spiritual matters, lest thou art 
found sitting in the seat of the scornful, and a resister of 
the Holy Ghost ; for in so doing, though thou canst not 
hurt the truth, nor him who now addresseth thee, yet thy 
own soul may be greatly damaged by such a dangerous 
levity. Examine, therefore, thy views in reading, and 
proceed no further, unless thou art disposed to do it with 
a meek, unprejudiced mind, seeking a spiritual profit; then 
mayest thou hope to gain advantage to thy soul, and that 
thy reading will not be in vain. 

Secondly. I would caution thee not to expect here the 
wisdom or fashion of this world, which is foolishness with 
God \ but be content to find a plam» ^usl'^W^^sv^hxx^^'qscs.' 
TAtion of the mercy of QodVuCSaraX ^^v;^ Vy^vA^ 
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who was dead in trespasses and sins, but now quickened 
and made alive in the Son of God. Therefore lift up thy 
heart unto the fountain of wisdom, that thou may est be 
disposed to receive whatever spiritual truths are here con- 
tained, lest the things of the Spirit appear foolishness unto 
thee ; for remember what the great apostle of the Gentiles 
saith, " That the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit, for they are foolishness unto him." Therefore 
take heed of judging by a natural or a carnal spirit, for 
" the things of the Spirit are only spiritually discerned." 
I can assure thee I did not sit down to undertake this work 
without supplicating the divine assistance of God's Holy 
Spirit to give me wisdom to write; therefore I advise 
thee, to ask the same assistance from God, to enable thee 
to read with meekness and spiritual understanding, so 
shall God be glorified, and thy own soul edified in divine 
truth. 

Thirdly. If thou art one who hast received the Spirit of 
Christ in believing, I am persuaded thou wilt find many 
things in this book answering thy own heart's experience, 
as face answereth to face in a glass ; for all that are taught 
of God are convinced of sin, of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment, though in diiOferent degrees, for wisdom is justified 
of all her children. And if thou art spiritual, take heed of 
limiting the Holy One of Israel in his dealings with any of 
his children. Make not thy spark of knowledge the 
standard of all truth, but remember, while in the body, we 
see but in part, and know but in part : for which reason 
beware of dl\ hasty and rash judgment. But if thou findest 
anything beyond thy comprehension, submit it unto the 
Great Judge, praying him to open it unto thee, so far as 
may be for thy profit, and be thankful for the least advan- 
tage thou mayest gain : so shall thy path be as the light 
which shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 

Fourthly. If thou findest in this book the truths of the 

glorious gospel in some measure displayed, concern not 

tItjrBelf about the name or denomination oi Oi% «»£tLot \ l^t 
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remember, that all ^true believers in Jesus Christ, of every 
denomination, are the members of his body, and of the 
family of God, and compose that one universal and glorious 
church which he bought with his own blood. Beware of 
straining at gnats and swallowing of camels, as the man- 
ner of too many is : for the kingdom of God consisteth not 
of meats nor of drinks, nor in any modes of man's invention: 
but it consists of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost. Whatsoever denomination, sect, or party thou art 
of, assure thyself that without a true faith in Jesus Christ, 
producing the fruits of hope and love, it will avail thee 
nothing. And if thou hast this true faith working by love, 
be not so rash as to think, that none can have the same 
blessing but such as conform to thy garb, gesture, mode, 
or form; for remember that any carnal man may be 
made a proselyte to these things ; but none but a spiritual 
man can be a worshipper of God in spirit and in truth. 
For, '* he that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life/' 

Fifthly, But if thou art still curious to know what de- 
nomination the author is of, he will now tell thee. He is 
of that denomination that have learnt to ** put on the new 
man, which is renewed in knowledge, after the image of 
Him that created him : where there is neither Greek nor 
Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision. Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free : but Christ is all, and in all." And if 
thou still askest who are they which compose this denomina- 
tion ? I answer, all true believers in Jesus Christ ; however 
diversified by various names and denominations amongst men. 
In consequence of this, the author doth not assume any 
other name than that of a disciple of Jesus Christ ; and 
can embrace every true believer as lib brother, let his de- 
nomination, sect, or party be what it will ; for Christ hath 
broken down the wall of partition, that all the truly faithful 
might keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. I 
blame thee not, for being of wi^ -^iMKvsvs^ax ^fc^ ^^ V3ox«^ 
tiana who have the f ait\i \ \>ut 1 ^^^^i X^Vccaft Sias.^"^ ^^^^ 
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confinest Christ to thy sect. Let every man be persuaded 
in his own mind, and let him allow the same liberty to his 
brother ; for Christ regardeth the hearts of believers more 
than the colour of their clothes, or modes or forms of 
worship ; and if they have his faith and love in their souls, 
these little differences are of small consequence in his 
sight, though too often great matters in the eyes of men ; 
by which means many are so blinded, that the breakings, 
out of divine truth, though ever so glorious, are despised 
and overlooked by them, because the Lord did not cause 
them to appear imder their garb, mode, or form. Such 
are the evil consequences of the pride, and folly, and 
blindness of poor man. 

Sixthly. O reader, whosoever thou art, whether Church- 
man, Presbyterian, Independent, Baptist, Quaker, Me- 
thodist, &c., if thou art born again of the Spirit, a believer 
in Jesus Christ, one that has no confidence in the iiesh, 
but rejoicest in Christ Jesus, and dost love Him who 
first loved thee, and died for thee, then, let thy garb, mode, 
or form be what it will, I acknowledge thee for my brother, 
or my sister. But on the contrary ; if thou art a stranger 
to the new birth, to the faith whereby Christ dwelleth in 
the heart; — if thou knowest not what it is to see thyself 
lost and undone, unless thou art clothed with the righteous- 
ness of Him who died on Calvary and is risen from the 
dead ; I say, if thou art a stranger to these things, then 
whatsoever sect or party thou art of, I must tell thee 
plainly, except thou art converted, and become as a little 
child, tho* canst in no wise enter the kingdom of heaven ; 
without THIS — thy mode or form of worship, thy garb, or 
speech, or gestui*e, or thy being steady or staunch to thy 
party, or strictness therein, will do thee no service, nor 
bring thee one step nearer to the kingdom of God ; thy 
being approved of by thy church, sect, or party, will be of 
no avail, unless thou art found in Christ, " not having on 
thy own righteousness, which is of the law, but the right- 
eousness which ia of Qod by faith." Theirioxe \^^ \Xi\^ 
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matter to thy heart, and consider it well ; and learn not to 
contend for immaterial matters, but " for the precious 
faith once delivered to the saints : so shall thy spirit pros- 
per, and thy soul be like unto a watered garden." 

Seventhly and lastly. And now, friend, reader, I will de- 
tain thy patience no longer, than to commend thee unto 
Him, who is the fountain of all truth, to bless and sanctify 
this book unto thy soul's profit : nor wilt thou be any loser 
by lifting up thy heart unto the Lord, to crave his bless- 
ing ; for remember, that by his blessing, five loaves and 
two fishes replenished four thousand souls with food. — 
Therefore look to Him, who can alone make this, or any 
book, SPIBIT and life to thy soul. 

Hitherto, friend, reader, I have been advising thee for 
thy own profit ; but now I have one request to make to 
thee for myself ; which is, that if thou findest in this book 
spiritual edification to thy own soul, that thou wouldest 
give Christ the glory ; and not forget to pray for him,* who 
now takes his leave of thee with praying, that *' the Qod 
of my Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto 
thee the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, in the knowledge 
of Him: that the eyes of thy understanding being en* 
lightened, thou mayest know what is the hope of His call- 
ing, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in 
the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His 
power to us- ward who believe, according to the working of 
His mighty power." 

So prays, 

Thy friend and Servant^ 

For Christ Hb sake, 

COENBLirS CATLEY. 

Jamuarv, 1778. 

♦ The Author has now reached the goeLl,«sv^\A%\w^VaafO&Kt'si%^^ 
the praters of the sainU j but the^diXot \% ^MiWm ^^ tw»^ «^^^«»*' 
forbim§9lf what our Author intteaUd. ouVm «^^a.^sllJM2d. 



THE INDUCEMENT 

FOR WRITING THE FOLLOWING LIFE, &c. 



I HATE always found a peculiar blessing attendant on the 
reading of Christian experiences, and have found them 
(next to the Scriptures) the most useful of any books to 
my son. What is written from the heart is very aiOfecting ; 
and they wno speak evangelical truths from an inward 
acquaintance with them, by the teachbg of God's Holy 
Spirit, have advantages far superior to those who only 
do it through mere notion or opinion; and will prove 
abundantly more efficacious unto those that hear them, or 
read their works. 

These considerations have induced me to communicate 
unto the world these Spiritual Memoirs, or the workings 
and operations of the Lord on my soul, for several years ; 
the particulars of which I shall now proceed to relate, in 
as plain and faithful a manner as I can. And the reader 
may be assured that (if he doth not find elegancy of style 
and diction) he shall at least meet with the strictest truth 
and veracity in the following Narrative; to which the 
author has had a much more conscientious regard, than 
to any nicety or exactness of expression— the subject- 
matter being too serious for such trifles. 



THE 

LIFE AND CONVERSION 

OF 

CORNELIUS CAYLEY. 



CHAPTER I. 



Of the Author's first conTictions, and early impressions of divine 
things whilst an infant. The covenant he made with Qod when 
about eight years old. 

Ik my earliest years, I can remember, that my soul was 
tinder the drawings of the Father, and that I had impressions 
of divine things so powerfully on my soul, as to make me at 
times quite indifferent to the amusements of that childish 
age. Sometimes the apprehensions of future judgment 
would deeply oppress my spirits ; but I more frequently 
was under the power of spiritual enjoyments, having 
many impressions on my mind of the goodness of the 
Lord, and of his being the felicity of my soul. 

I think before I was seven years of age the Lord often 
captivated my infant soul with glimpses of his own divine 
beauty, so that my spirit was drawn to love him ; particu- 
larly once I remember^ when about seven years old, or 
younger^ my father was reading a sermon on Sunday 
evening to the family ; all at once I was filled with such 
an enjoyment of God, that I could not contain, but went 
to him, and said, " Oh, Papa, you don't know what I 

FEEL I You don't know WHAT I PEEL l" AxVil V^- 

deed I well remember, I felt va. Go^ «l ^ixrosL^^^^s^*^^^ 
was unutterable, but full of %\ox^ \ ^^ ^^T.'^^^s^^wa^ ^^^ 
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which was, a panting after the Lord, and in private 
pouring out my heart to him, 

I now thought I would walk up and down in the name 
of the Lord, and find my joy in him, I believe this enjoy- 
ment held three days, though I said little or nothing of it. 
After this I began to be more and more sensible what a poor 
sinner I was, and how prone to offend. I was often con- 
vinced of my transgressions, and wondered I could not be 
free from sin ; a thing I earnestly wished, and prayed for, 
and struggled to obtain. But, alas ! I was then a stranger 
to the shield of faith ; I was drawn by the Father, but 
could not come to lay hold on the Son. I endeavoured 
to oppose sin by my own power, resolutions, and struggles, 
not then being acquainted with my own impotency to good, 
and the necessity of regeneration, before I could bring 
forth good fruit; and O what advantage did Satan get 
over me by reason of this ignorance ! for when I believe 
I might be about eight years old, finding myself often 
offending God, I thought I would take an effectual method 
to sin no more, and that was by making a bargain with God, 
that if ever I committed such a sin again, he should send 
me to hell ; and if I did not he should give me heaven ; 
and this I did in a solemn manner, and with many tears 
and indignation against Satan for tempting me to sin. 

Well, now I thought I was safe ; for I judged I would 
not be such a fool as to damn myself, and thought now I 
might live happy and secure. Alas ! alas ! how little did 
I know the folly of trusting to my own heart ! but, how- 
ever, I soon learned it, for not many days after, notwith- 
standing this awful covenant, I fell into the same trans- 
gressions again ; and now I thought indeed I was lost, 
and that I must go to hell, because my own bargain was 
so ; and now great horrors and fears attended me night 
and day, but I kept all to myself. 1 was in daily appre- 
hensions of dying and going to hell, and thought there 
was no hope. I begged and prayed to God, with floods 
of tears, to pardon me, and was ready to tear my own flesh 
with anger against myself, and so I went on for some 
time, till by degrees it wore more and more off, sometimes 
I should have hopes, and sometimes fears, being con- 
tinually agitated with various fluctuations in my soul. 



Qtf CQBNfiLIVS CAYLBV. tS 



CHAPTER II. 

His going to a public school, and spiritual declensions there. His 
confirmation by the bishop. 

When about ten years of age, I was sent from home to a 
public school, where, amongst a number of companions, I 
contracted, by degrees, a forgetfulness of former things, 
and was taken' up with school-boy's tricks and mischief, so 
that religion for a time was buried and smothered in me. 
At church I was generally occupied about other things, 
and lost all relish for divine matters. O what a pity it is ! 
that in those tender years, whilst Greek and Latin are 
daily inculcated, the poor mind, like an uncultured garden, 
is left to overgrow with weeds of vice and immorality j 
which is very much the case in all great public schools. 
Here I lost ground in my soul, and was sensible of great 
declensions. In this manner I went on, though not with- 
out some little religious impressions, but they were very 
faint and dying. 

As near as I remember, I left this school when fourteen 
years old, and returned home. And I think it was about 
this time my parents were desirous of my being confirmed 
by the bishop ; and accordingly I set myself seriously to 
consider the nature of the obligation I was going to lay 
myself under, and read some books upon the subject, 
pressing to a strict obedience to the commands of the law. 
From this reading I gathered, that if I kept my confir- 
mation vow, in living free from sin from that time, that I 
should be one of those that should walk in white, being 
clothed in white robes : this made me greatly burn to be 
holy and pure ; and before the day came I was continually 
begging of Qod to grant I might never sin any more, and 
made solemn promises I never would. And now I 
thought I would be one of those happy few, that should 
have higher places in heaven ; because I resolved I would 
walk in innocence from that time ; and with tears of joy 
I prayed to God, and promised I would do all this, and I 
thought I now should be enabled so to do. 

Now all this time I was quite ignorant that the tree 
must first be made good, before the fruit can he ^<i^<L, "V 
did not know that my heart waa ^^^^^x^Nj^'^ NivO*ji^ "^2^^ 
corrupt. I thought by uatuie 1 \ia^ ^ ix^^ ^^^V^^ *^ 
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good or ill, and had no idea of my being naturally dead ia 
sin. These mistakes led me to seek to gather grapes of 
thorns, and figs of thistles. But alas ! how fruitless this 
search, I soon found by woful experience.^ 

When the day of confirmation came, having reiterated 
my prayers and promises, I went to church and was con- 
firmed. Now, thought I, by a life of pure innocence, I 
will obtain of God to walk in white. For I imagined all 
my former sins were cancelled ; and that if I sinned no 
more, I should be one of those virgins that are without 
fault before God, and partake of a higher degree of felicity 
than other christians. These thoughts elated my heart, 
and filled me with great joy for some days ; but alas, in 
less than a fortnight's time it was all over, for I found sin 
overcome me, and trample upon me in spite of all my vows, 
tears, and prayers, at which I was greatly confounded and 
surprised ; for I did not consider that my building was 
founded on sand, and liable to be thrown down with every 
puflf of temptation. 

All this time I kept these things to myself; but was in 
great sorrow and vexation, as now I thought I could not 
expect to walk in white, because I had sinned after confir- 
mation ; and as I remember I was more grieved at losing 
such a glorious prospect, than upon account of sin itself, 
and am persuaded this is the case of all men while in a 
state of nature. The fears of hell, and the hopes of hea- 
ven, may restrain corrupt nature ; but nothing short of the 
quickening life of Christ's Spirit can ever convert the soul, 
or make the heart new. 

CHAPTER III. 

Continuation of his conTictions for sin, and spiritual declensions, 
till his nineteenth year. 

Aboitt the time these things happened, my serious 
thoughts began by degrees to be much dissipated by 
other branches of learning, to which I applied ; such as 
the mathematics, algebra, &c., which pleased my fancy 
much ; the resolution of the mathematical problems (so 
far as I had attained) being exceedingly delightful to me. 
At this period also a good part of my time was taken up 
in reading the histories of nations ; these things, and the 
dancizig'Bchool, all together, drew away my tam^ iiQ^SL 
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religious matters ; though now and then, I should he filled 
with fears and dreads, which would come upon me in spite 
of all the amusements of that age, which could not entirely 
stifle these things in me. I rememher once in particular, 
when I was skating on the ice on a holy-day, so called, 
my conscience urged me so that I could not remain there, 
hut was ohiiged to go to church, which I did much against 
my inclination ; hut my state of mind in a measure forced 
me. 

Thus did I go on for some years, not heing ahle to 
acquire rest to my soul, sometimes hoping and at other 
times full of fears ; though all this while I did not discover 
my situation to any, heing willing to hide it from all. 

The occurrences of my life, from this period, till I was 
ahout nineteen years old, are not worth troubling the reader 
with : as I do not remember anything particular happened 
with relation to spiritual exercises in this space, further 
than what I have mentioned ; only so far, it was a con- 
tinual declension from religious thoughts, losing all relish 
of reading serious books, and contracting more and more 
the spirit of this world in the vanity and levity thereof. And 
though I did not fall into the gross outward enormities of 
sin, yet still my mind was as strongly disposed to evil, as 
that of any other libertine ; but education and the fears of 
shame curbed me in ; so that the evil of my nature did not 
break out in open licentiousness, yet in my heart I wished 
to have a licence to sin. 

Let the reader judge then, if I was not in this state dead 
in sin in the sight of God ; though in the eyes of men all 
this while very sober and religious. But God looketh at 
the heart, and requireth truth in the inward parts. Of this 
I was convicted, and therefore knew very well I was not 
what the world took me for. I think I was enabled to see 
about this time, that many were contenting themselves with 
the outside of religion ; and I wondered at it, because I 
found the evil that I felt in my mind, filled me full of guilt 
and fear, though continually stifled by youthful pleasures 
and amusements. I would observe in this period of my 
life, I had nothing like the lively sense of things which I 
had when about sevien or eight years old, as before men- 
tioned in this narrative. Then, like DanieU I'^^^^V'^^^v^i 
three times a day, but not liom a n^\. «^\fvX.> V^x^^^kca^ 
tothing of the faith of CVxiisl. "Bxit Vi x^X^a:^^ 
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Being now about my nineteenth year, the occurrences of 
my life began to change, and become more weighty ; th 
particulars of which I shall relate in the following chapter. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Of bis being sent for to London. In great distress of soul whilst in 
a storm at sea. Forgetfulness of the same, with reflections. Vain 
course of life led in London for some time, with reflections, and 
address to the reader. 

At this time I was at home with my parents without any 
particular employ ; of which the late Lord Scarborough 
hearing, (who was then Treasurer to the late Prince of 
Wales) sent for me to London, to fill up a clerk's place, 
vacant in his office ; so that I was obliged on a sudden to 
hasten there. In leaving home I was necessitated to cross 
an arm of the sea ; a passage of about five or six miles ; 
and it happened to prove a very stormy day, so that the 
sailors thought it dangerous to go out, but a shower of rain 
settling the wind a little, (and my affairs being urgent,) they 
were prevailed with to sail ; but in a quarter of an hour 
after, a very violent storm arose : so that we were in much 
danger of being lost, the pilot himself expressing his ap« 
prehensions of it. Now I was overwhelmed with horror 
and distress ; all my sins appeared staring me in the face, 
and I thought as sure as I was drowned hell would be my 
portion. I had no hopes of salvation, for I knew not the 
merits of Christ, but God appeared to me as a terrible 
judge, and my conscience durst not bear the strict scrutiny 
of his justice. Oh, what terror and agony I was in, no 
tongue can describe ; for I expected every billow would 
have buried us all in the great deep. 

Now I began to reflect on my carelessness for some time 
past, and my spirit trembled within me, for I expected 
nothing but death, and after that to go to hell. Oh what 
a shocking thing is the near prospect of death to a guilty 
conscience not washed in Jesus' blood : I am sure I found 
it so beyond all description. But to return. All this time 
I said nothing of my horror of mind, but was fixed in 
desponding silence. I do not remember I prayed at all, 
for I thought it was in vain; but I would have given a 
thousand worlds to have been on shore. At last, it pleased 
God to deliver us, quite contrary to my expectation, i^nd 
''^ permit me to Bet my feet onco inoi© oil ftoiid. g;£^>KSL^\ 
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upon which I felt as much joy as before I did horror. Any 
person would have thought, now I should have been 
changed, and reformed by such an awful providence ; but 
alas ! it was far from being the case, as the sequel will 
discover. 

As soon as I was landed, being very wet, I immediately 
took horse, and rode good part of the night on my way ; 
and, with shame I repeat, both the danger and the deliver- 
ance were presently forgotten, as well as the sense of guilt, 
death, and judgment ; my thoughts and fancy were chiefly 
employed abouC the place I was going to possess, and the 
pleasures and delights I should And therein ; upon which 
my mind was so intent, that I had no inclination or relish 
for religious considerations, notwithstanding what had hap- 
pened the day before ; which abundantly proves what I 
remarked at the end of the second chapter, viz. That the 
fears of hell may restrain corrupt nature, but cannot change 
it : and without the soul is regenerated by the Holy Ghost, 
it remains dead in trespasses and sins. Neither the mercies 
of God nor the judgments of God change the heart, until 
it is born again of the Spirit, and renewed by the Holy 
Ghost ; and this remark, 1 believe, the impartial reader will 
find incontestably verified throughout the whole of this 
narrative. Opinions are disputable ; but matters of fact 
cannot be gainsayed. I shall not ask pardon for this di- 
gression, because I trust it may be a means of throwing 
an edifying light upon what follows for the profit of the 
reader. The Lord grant it. 

When I arrived in London, I found I had got a place 
that was genteel, and required but little attendance ; and 
was soon equipped out in everything proper for my station : 
and being informed by my Lord Scarborough that he in- 
tended this only as a beginning of his favours, I was fired 
with ambition, and began to aim at great matters. I was 
now ordered to learn foreign languages, as I might be sent 
abroad. Accordingly I lived and boarded with foreigners, 
and took great pains to acquire the modern tongues ; at 
the same time I also applied closely to music, painting, and 
other polite accomplishments. These studies, with public 
diversions, dress and gaiety, took up all my thoughts, and 
so immersed my mind in pleasure, that religion was entirely 
neglected. 

Thus I drove on for a year ox t^o, ^om\. n^^Oa "to^^ 



18 LIFE AND CONVJSBSION 

(tHinking myself qualified) I made application to go as 
Under Secretary to the late Lord Albemarle, who was 
then going Ambassador to Paris. I had set my heart on 
this, and pushed hard for it ; but a superior interest pro- 
cured it for another. This was a great disappointment to 
me, and was a sad check to my ambition : but being young 
and full of spirits, the affliction wore off} for being my own 
master, and having much leisure time on my hands, dress 
and pleasure soon dissipated my concern, and so I went on 
as usual. I have been the more particular in^this detail of 
my pleasures, that the reader may perceive how eager I 
was after earthly things : and the opportunities I have had 
of knowing by experience what their value was, and what 
sort of content they did afford : and notwithstanding I was 
in the prime of youth, master of myself and time ; not- 
withstanding all my acquirements before-mentioned, and 
all sorts of public diversions, which were my daily occu- 
pations : 1 say, notwithstanding all these things, 1 was void 
of happiness ; for I found all together never gave repose 
of soul : and yet I appeared to all to be as happy a youth 
as any in London ; and I will venture. to sa)', very few 
persons in that great metropolis pursued a larger round of 
pleasures than what I did. 

And now, O reader, give me leave to say unto thee by 
experience, that such a life is vanity of vanities : and ve- 
rifies what Solomon says, that " the mirth of fools is as 
the crackling of thorns under a pot." And if thou art a 
person pursuing such a course of life, I can tell thee, thou 
art not happy. Stop short then, in thy career, and fly to 
Him, who bestows on such who seek his face. 

What nothing earthly gives or can destroy ; 

The Bours calm sunshine, and the heartfelt joy.— Fopb. 

I will here make a little pause, to give thee the benefit 
of self-reflection. For remember, beloved reader, I am 
writing for thy souPs prosperity ; therefore kead ! pray ! 
and BEFLECT ! and with an humble heart, proceed to peruse 
the solemn particulars of the following chapter. 



OF CORNELIUS CATLET. 19 



CHAPTER V. 

Not happy in sensual pleasures. Eeligious turn, and experience of 
enmity against God's law. Kemarkable visitation in Kensington 
Gardens. Extraordinary dream. The sudden death of his brother. 

I WAS observing, that amidst all my sensual pleasures, 
I was still unhappy : the reasons I will now proceed to 
give. In the first place, I found my pleasures and vain 
courses cheated me : for they did not afford that comfort 
I expected they would have done. I pursued hard after 
happiness, but could not find it. This made me set out 
upon fresh schemes of pleasures, but in the midst of plea- 
sure I was void of it : restless and imeasy, verifying that 
scripture, ** there is no peace to the wicked." It is true, 
in the midst of all this gaiety I was kept from gross out- 
ward enormities : my sensualities were more refined than 
to love the company of mere gluttons and drunkards, or 
frequenters of brothel-houses ; nevertheless, I was a slave 
to the lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh, and the pride 
of life, and it was more the fear of sl^ame, than the love 
of virtue, which made me not break out into open licen- 
tiousness; and was inwardly grieved to be under such 
restraint : also I was ambitious of being esteemed a man 
of virtue, generosity, &c., and given to good deeds ; this 
ambition often spurred me on to do liberal and generous 
things, which, I have reason to think, would have re- 
mained undone, had not my pride urged me to do them. 
And I greatly fear, many seemingly good deeds have this 
serpent's head of pride for their foundation. For an evil 
tree cannot bring forth good fruit, though in the eyes of 
men it may appear so, who cannot fathom the springs of 
human actions; but God sees the inside as well as the 
outside, and judges accordingly. But to return. 

Secondly. I used often to reflect, amidst all my gaiety, 
if I should die, then all would be gone ; and my conscience 
would be often smiting me for my neglect of religious 
matters, for though I went constantly to church, it was 
more to see and be seen, than from any devout excite- 
ments ; and I was very sensibly touched at times with the 
fear of death, and the thoughts of parting 'wv^Vw \£c^ ^^"^v.- 
sures, for I saw that life "waa -gtec^otvsvsA- '^^^'•ft ^^^^^-- 
derations often made me sigh. oiv. m^ >i^^, wA>mj^^^^'^* 
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While things were in this situation with me, I was urged 
by my honoured parents to receive the sacrament, which I 
was quite neglectful of, and believe had only done once 
before, which was after my confirmation. I was very un- 
willing to comply with this request, and wrote home, that 
I did not think myself good enough for it; upon which I 
was very justly told, that it was a great neglect in me to 
go on in a way of life which made me afraid of it. So, 
after a time, I thought 1 would consider these things, and 
accordingly began to read religious books, and to prepare 
for this solemn ordinance, which I received now and then ; 
and generally a little before and a little after, I was more 
strict in my walk and behaviour : but all this while, my 
inclinations were as worldly as ever, and I was ashamed 
of being thought religious by my gay acquaintances ; and 
particularly I remember one day reading in the Bible, I 
heard somebody coming, when I suddenly hid it, and I 
took another book. Oh, foolish shame ! and yet too fre- 
quently to be found. 

Whilst I was thus using religious duties, I found the 
gospel required great strictness and self-denial, which I 
did not like ; and it so crossed my earthly pleasures, that 
at last I concluded I would throw all religion ofif, and 
enjoy my sinful pleasures, let the consequence be what it 
would ; for I thought it impossible to live so holy as the 
christian religion required. Upon this I cast off" religion, 
and returned to sin and vanity : but this did not last 
long ; my conscience galled me so, I did not know what 
to do ; eternal torment was a dreadful thought, and was a 
great check to me. About this time also my mind was 
angry at God, for requiring so much holiness, and I 
wished there was no law, nor commandments : I thought 
Christ's yoke a very heavy burden, and wanted to throw 
it off. These workings in my mind used to make me very 
dull, and withdraw to solitary walks, wishing to be happy, 
but I did not know where to find it. At last I thought I 
would be religious and worldly too ; I imagined I could 
serve two masters, and quickly set about it ; for I would 
first fast and pray, and give alms, and in the evening would 
dress, and run into all diversions ; thinking this made the 
balance even, the good atoning for the evil : but alas ! I 
could not pacify my conscience long by this devicei still it 
woujd accuse and condemn me. 
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I now began to withdraw more from public diversions, 
and retire whole days to solitude, particularly to the King's 
Grardens, at Kensington, a place quite retired, and very 
large. Here, by degrees, T began to meditate upon God, 
in a philosophical manner, admiring his wisdom and power 
in the creation, in all its beauties. By the exercise of 
which, I found a great deal of pleasure, but still I wanted 
peace of mind, for God's holiness and justice were dis- 
agreeable to me to think of, because by these I was con- 
demned. However, by contemplating upon God in a 
natural way, I began to have a greater relish for religious 
occupations, r though I still dressed gaily,* and loved the 
fashionable pleasures of the season, but my conversation 
was much altered, and became more serious. 

My most intimate friend at this time was one of my 
own brothers, who was then learning merchandize in 
London, and whose temper and disposition very much 
agreed with my own ; his natural temper less disposed to 
levity than mine ; and at this time, we used to have fre- 
quent religious conferences, especially on the Sabbath- 
day, when we were always together. He was a year 
younger than myself, and not so gay ; our intimacy and 
friendship increased more and more, and we endeavoured 
to stir each other up to religion, and used to frequent 
morning prayers on week days and holy days. But alas ! 
all this while, I was ignorant of the evangelical doctrines 
of grace, and of salvation by Christ, and of the necessity 
of regeneration, &c. ; but now an occurrence took place 
which made religion more weighty with me than ever. 

One day being in Kensington Gardens, sitting and read- 
ing a religious discourse, all on a sudden I was over- 
powered with such an extraordinary sensation of God, 
that I was in an ecstasy. It seemed to me, as if I was 
near God, and perceived his love ; I burst into floods of 
tears, and was filled with an unutterable joy beyond all 
earthly pleasures ; I was made very sensible of the sweet- 
ness of God, in an uncommon manner, and felt his pre- 
sence in my soul. This transport lasted about an hour ; 
and when I got home, I longed to have it again, but it 

• The Editor wonders if gaily dressed professors of religion ever 
think their loving thus the lust of the e^je wv^ NJcv^ \\\^^ ^"v \(^^^^jsfe^ 
fearfuUjr againBt their profession Wv?iV. V\vft\QN^ ^^ \Xv^ ^^^«^ ^a^'^'sv 
tbem.— l John ii. 15, 16. 
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was gone. Now nothing would content me but this. 
Day by day I sought for it, and no religious duty would 
content me without it. This enjoyment was great, it 
allured my heart more than ever from the frequent use of 
pleasures and diversions, and made me more diligent in 
reading, meditating, and going to public places of worship, 
and receiving the sacrament, &c. Often I went to the 
same place in the garden, in hopes to get the same enjoy- 
ment, but could not obtain it. 

After some time spent in this search, it pleased the 
Lord to visit my spirit, with very particular sensations of 
divine things every morning, between sleeping and waking, 
for about three weeks together. I did not find these 
visitations discovered anything particular to me, but they 
were unspeakable refreshments to my soul, drawing my 
mind above sublunary things. I told my brother of these 
dealings of God with me, who was much surprised, and these 
things begot in him more serious pursuits than ever. Now 
our conversation was generally about religion and eternal 
things, which became more and more weighty with us ; 
and still more so upon account of a very particular dream 
which I had about this time, and which I will now relate. 

I thought I was in a room, where a grave was dug in the 
middle of it, and covered over so as to bear a table, at 
which I sat at meat with some divines, and presently after 
I heard a voice saying, " Cayley ! Cayley ! Cayley !" upon 
which I turned my head, and saw at the end of the room 
a number of winged spirits, one of which was Death, and 
approaching to the place. Death struck me, and methought 
1 became one of those winged spirits, and found myself 
with them in the air : when, methought, a number of good 
and evil spirits disputed long for my soul : the one party 
striving to bear it to heaven, the other to hell : all which 
time I was in great agony, not knowing what would be the 
event: whilst I was in this uncertainty, all at once I 
awaked in much disorder of mind, for it made a great im- 
pression on me. 

For a considerable time after this, I was quite uneasy 
upon account of this dream ; for I thought it was a dread- 
ful thing not to know whether heaven or hell was my 
portion ; in short, it pleased God to apply this dream so 
particularly, that I became quite resolved to pursue reli- 
^/oj7 more closely tbsm ever, in order thai 1 m\^\i\. es^^^^ 
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the wrath to come ; and it also gave me some appre- 
hensions of its heing a presage of death. My hrother, to 
whom I related my dream, was much affected with it ; 
and we hoth hecame more strict than ever ; using every 
opportunity for religious duties, and making these suhjects 
the chief topics of our conversation. Thus we went on 
for some time, when it pleased the all- wise God to give 
me a stronger call than ever, hy the following effectual 
occurrence. 

?' My hrother and I were invited to a hall, where we 
danced most part of the night (for still we used such 
things), when he, hy an over-heat, caught a high fever, 
and in one day's time lost all sense, and in three days 
more died. This was a heavy stroke, for he was exceed- 
ing dear to me, as well as I was to him. Just turned of 
one-and-twenty, it pleased God to take him away. For 
some time after I was quite howed down, and cared not 
to see anybody ; eternity filled my thoughts, which were 
now taken up with the contemplation of the brevity of 
earthly things ; for I little thought my dear friend and 
hrother was so near his end, for" he was much more robust 
and likely to live than myself. 

At this time I read the " Practice of Piety," in which 
the description of heaven and hell greatly affected me, and 
the description of the blessedness of a regenerate man 
worked upon me much. While my mind was thus seri- 
ously bent, it was my misfortune to have no acquaintance 
with any persons that were experienced in divine things, 
and the books which I read were far from teaching me 
those truths which are "the power of God unto salva- 
tion ;" nor did I hear that preaching which tends to con- 
vert the soul ; so that all this while I saw not the neces- 
sity of being born again, nor of having that faith where'by 
the soul lays hold on the merits of Christ, and has " peace 
with God ;'* I did not know I had a corrupt heait, and an 
evil nature ; I was without any understanding therein ; I 
was much reformed, but not converted, nor did I see the 
necessity of regeneration, nor think about it, for my eyes 
were not yet opened to behold the spirit contained in the 
sacred scripture ; for the Bible was as yet a sealed book 
tome, as it also is to every natural ttv^xv \s^ 'Cc^^ ^^"^^^ 
How many go on in a round oi dwliea, >i)Q\xC»Cvcv^ ^J^'va* ^^^> 
taving a form of godliness, \)ut BlTaTv?:,^^^ \*o \Ja^ ^^^^"^ 
thereof! 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Fresh pursuit after religion, but ignorant of Christ. Death of a 
valuable mother. Its effects. 

Afteb my brother's death, as before mentioned, I went 
on for about four months in all religious exercises, and 
abounded in them so much, that I began to thank God I 
was not as other men were ; I fasted and prayed, and 
gave much alms : till at last I really thought I was a very 
righteous man, and accordingly presumed on my own 
merits to obtain heaven. For though all this while I used 
to say " through Jesus Christ ;" yet I had no real faith in 
him, any more than what the devils have, and tremble : I 
believed the history of Christ, but not the mystery of 
Christ. I was a stranger to that faith which giveth spiri- 
tual life ; neither had I any conception of it, nor desire 
after it. By reason of this ignorance, I was a stranger to 
that poverty of spirit, to which the kingdom of heaven is 
promised. I thought I was " rich and increased in goods," 
but did not know that I was " poor, and blind, and 
naked, and miserable." I had a sort of good conscience, 
but it was not obtained by faith, but by works. My build- 
ing was on a sandy foundation. " Being ignorant of 
God's righteousness, and going about to establish my own 
righteousness, I did not submit unto the righteousness of 
God." 

Some may object here, and say, what then were all those 
sweet sensations and delectable tastes of divine things, 
which you have so often mentioned in foregoing pages ? 
I answer, they were the drawings of the Father, to lead 
me to seek the kingdom of God ; but as yet I was in the 
wilderness of my corrupt nature, and not come unto the 
Son, " for the fulness of the time had not yet come," 
when I should be convinced of my own lost state nature, 
and of my salvation by Christ. For as yet I had not 
heard^the true gospel preached, which " opens the eyes 
of the" blind," that they may " behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sins of the world." 

Thus it pleased the Father to draw me on, from step to 
step, and to keep me and preserve me by his good provi- 
dence ; using all forbearance and patience towards me, in 
the days of my ignorance ; for whicli 1 desire \o Wese. wv^ 
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praise his holy name. I perceive that a gracious God 
was alluring me by his drawings, that I might be ready 
to receive the blessing of eternal life at the appointed time, 
which time was now approaching ; but of this in its order. 

In about four months after my brother's death, it 
pleased God to take from me the best of mothers, after 
having sustained a long decay, with much christian pa- 
tience and resignation. — The praise of this excellent 
parent I shall not attempt to describe ; I will only say, 
few women excelled her. She was a pattern of maternal 
love and affection ; and my dear father lost in her a choice 
friend and companion, every way qualified to make him 
happy. The reader must excuse me for thus speaking of 
one whose memory must be always very dear to me, and 
who deserves greater encomiums than what I can give 
her : and who now, I doubt not, is happy in heaven. 

The reader may form some idea of my dear mother's 
internal disposition, and sweet composure of mind, by the 
following extract of a letter which she wrote to me some 
time before, when she was (from violent inward bleedings) 
in expectation of death every hour ; another letum it was 
expected would be fatal. 

*' Dear Coby — I write this to let you know that x»y 
bleeding is at present stopped after six returns; how 
long that may continue is very uncertain, which induces 
me not to miss this opportunity (as it may be the last 
I shall have) of begging you and Leny never to forget 
the instructions you have had, and to a constant perse- 
verance in your duty to God and man — ^which will afibrd 
you more comfort in all the events of life, and at the 
hour of death, than this world and all its pleasures can 
give. I pray God send you life and health, and in his 
own good time to grant us a happy meeting in that 
blessed state, where we can part no more. If any change 
happens, your father will let you know. My dear lads, 
once more I pray God bless you both ; and believe that I 
have always been, and shall, till death, be, 

** Your most sincerely affectionate Mother, 

" Elizabeth Cayley." 

This happened in the year 1751, 1 being still in London. 
My dear mother's death was lon^ ex^^oX^^^ wASx^ ^^^xsv^ 
an end to her lingering pains aiv^ ^o^^ ^\^xv^'5.^.^c^sA.^^^' 
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more tolerable to u«« all. This second stroke in the fiimily 
niil drew my mind more to the thoug^hts of futurity; and 
my gracious God. who bad seen fit thus to afflict me, was 
now preparing blessings and comforts for me, which I no 
wav expected or thought of. " The Lord waited to be 
gracious,*' and the set limo was now hastening on, in 
which I was to know his voice, that voice j whicli raisetli 
the dead, and giveth eternal life. 

Before I proceed to spe ik of those things, I would ad- 
vise thee, O reader, lo lift up thy heart unto the Prince of 
Peace, to give thee his Holy Spirit to be thy teacher and 
iniftructor ; for now the occurrences of my life hecome 
more extraordinary than what has been hitherto men- 
tioned ; and unless thou art spiritual they will he apt to 
appear folly unto thee : but if thoureadest with an humble 
and praying spirit, I trust the contents of the following 
chapter will be to the edification of thy soul^ and to the 
glory of God. 

CHAPTER Vn. 

Impreesion from rending the Church of England's Articles. Walk in 
a church-yard, and what h.nppened thrre. A singular occurrence 
which happened at St. Clement's Chop-house. The effect of reading 
in Mr. Her ey's Meditations on imputed righteousness. Visit to 
Mr. ilervey, nnd what followed. The great biessiug received while 
hearing a sermon in ^Ir. Whitefield's Tabernacle. 

On Easter Sunday following the particulars before men- 
tioned, I haj)pened to be at church some time before the 
service began, when, without any design, I turned over a 
Prayer-book, in which was contained the articles of the 
Church of England, which I had hardly ever read in all 
my life, nor, indeed, are they often printed but in the large 
books ; however, it happened now that I was disposed to 
read them, or rather Providence inclined me to it. Whilst 
I was reading, 1 found my mind affected in an unusual 
nianner, without knowing the reason why. The articles 
of Faith, Works, Justification, &c., appeared to me, whilst 
reading, particularly pleasing. I was surprised at this, 
nor could I tell what to make of it. My heart was wrought 
on, without being able to account for it. I have thought 
since, that it proceeded from a spiritual instinct, secretly 
tasting the truths therein contained. However, it had 
such an effect upon me, that for some time after I was 
continually reading these articles, w'hkYi apT^eaxe^ \.o xa^ 
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quite delightful ; though I well rememher I had no un- 
derstanding in them, for I wished to know their meaning. 
By degrees this wore oiF, for want of some information or 
instruction ; for I did not find anybody that took any 
great notice of these articles, though, with regard to points 
of doctrine, so sound and good. 

On the 23rd day of April following I attained the 23vd 
year of my age ; and being willing to spend the day in 
meditation, I walked abroad, and passed a good part of 
the afternoon in a country church-yard, reading the mo- 
numental inscriptions. Amongst which, one very much 
affected me : it was an account of a very religious youth, 
adorned with many christian virtues, and the delight of 
his parents ; who was cut off in the flower of life. Whilst 
I was reading this, I thought within myself, that perhaps 
this youih might be about my own age, thinking to live 
many years : and being curious to know his age, I put 
away the grass to see, and found he was just twenty- 
three. This quite struck me, it being my own age and 
birth-day too. Oh, I thought, perhaps before another 
year revolves, I may also be laid in the silent grave. I 
went home quite serious, full of what I have related. My 
religious diligence still increased, when it pleased my most 
gracious God and Saviour to open a door for my poor 
soul to get such spiritual helps as I greatly stood in need 
of. The time was now come, that I should know my 
Shepherd's voice. ** My soul ! praise the Lord, and for- 
get not all his benefits." 

Soon after this, I happened one day to be at the chop- 
house behind St. Clement's church, a usual dining-place 
for young students in the Temple and other Inns of Court 
in London. Whilst I was at dinner there, a middle aged, 
decent-looking gentleman came in and sat down at the 
same table where I was. As soon as his dinner was set 
before him, he immediately kneeled down upon the ground, 
and, with his hat before his face, spent some time in 
silent prayer 5 after this, he got up and sat down again, 
and quietly ate his dinner. The reader may be sure such 
an uncommon thing would surprise all the company as 
well as myself. 1 expected all the gay young geutleTssfc-^ 
would laugh at and make their gaitv^ cA\ivn\% 'Wx.xv^^^^'i 
took any no/ice, and all passed a?^ \^ tvo\V\x\^ W^'^^'^^^'^^ ^ 

As to myself, I was mucb. afecV^d, axv^ ioxxx.^^ ^^ 
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desire to have some talk with this person. After dinner, 
he paid his reckoning, and walked out. I waited for this, 
and immediately followed him into the street ; and then 
accosting him, I begged of him to excuse my curiosity in 
desiring to know the reason for his behaviour in the chop- 
house : he smiled, and in a very free, unreserved manner, 
told me, •' that he was a person determined to follow 
Christ and his holy religion; but that he was sadly 
troubled with a false shame, and a fear lest people should 
laugh at him for being so religious. Therefore (said he) 
in order to get the better of my cowardice, I love to do 
things that may expose me to scorn, that so I may get 
more boldness. For which reason (said he) I came into 
the chop-house to-day, and kneeled down, &c., as you 
saw me, that so I might become the game and scoff of the 
company, who I perceive took no notice of me ; but my 
mind is well satisfied, and I feel God is well pleased with 
me in my doing such things as may mortify my false shame 
and make me bold to confess Christ anywhere.'* 

I cannot tell thee, O reader, how much I was pleased 
with this honest, upright manner of speaking. I immedi- 
ately begged this gentleman's acquaintance, and told him 
all my own story, at which he was much pleased. He 
then began to speak very highly of Mr. Hervey's Medi- 
tations, and recommended them to my reading, as what 
had been much blessed to himself. Upon which I went 
and bought them. From the extraordinary chain of blessed 
events that followed this, I believe the christian reader 
will admire with me the particular hand of providence in 
directing this person to do a thing which (however singu- 
lar) was the means of bringing me amongst the children of 
God, and of directing my steps by the footsteps of the 
flock, where the kids are fed by the shepherd's tents. 

Yes, reader, in perusing what follows thou wilt see 
what important events frequently are linked with what 
some short-sighted persons may call chance, and trifling 
things ; but in effect they are ** Vestigia Dei," the par- 
ticular footsteps of Providence, that bring about the pur- 
poses of the unerring will and wisdom of God. 

" All nature is but art, unknown to thee ; 
All chance direction, which thou canst not see." — Por«. 

But now let me return to my narraVive, 1 \iov\^V\., ;bj& I 



OP CORNELIUS CAYLEY. 29 

said iDefore, Mr. Hervey's Meditations, the reading of 
which gave me great pleasure ; but one thing in particu- 
lar fastened on my mind, which was his saying that the 
imputed righteousness of Christ is the believer's wedding- 
garment. 

The passage is in his Descant upon Creation, where, in 
a note (a blessed note 1 call it), are the following words : 
" This, and several other hints, interspersed in the two 
volumes, refer to the active and passive righteousness of 
Christ imputed to believers, which, in the opinion of many 
great expositors, is the mystical and the most sublime 
meaning of the wedding garment, so emphatically and 
forcibly recommended by the Teacher sent from God," &c. 
&c. 

Now, I had read in Scripture of the man that was 
found at the marriage supper without a wedding- garment, 
and that he was cast out where there was '* weeping, and 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth." This parable darted to 
my mind, and I reasoned with myself, that without a 
wedding garment I could not enter the kingdom of hea- 
ven ; upon which I was troubled in my spirit ; and as to 
this imputed righteousness of Christ, I could not conceive, 
what it meant, for I had never heard or read of it before- 
that 1 remember. However, now it made so great an im- 
pression upon me, that I could not rest ; for I ima- 
gined that perhaps, with all my religion, I was without 
this robe ; and if so, then I feared the same fate as the 
man in the parable. Matt. xxii. 11, 12, 13. I was so 
restless about this matter, that I thought I would take a 
journey to see Mr. Hervey, at Weston-Favel, about seventy 
miles from London. By this the reader may see how mucn 
I was afflicted upon this occasion. 

Whilst I was thus unsettled what to do, I concluded to 
ask advice of a clergyman with whom I was intimate. 
Accordingly, one day I went to him, and prayed him to in- 
form me what the imputed righteousness of Christ meant, 
as mentioned by Mr. Hervey. Upon which he turned it 
oflF with indifference, and gave me no satisfactory answer, 
hut said that Mr, Hervey was a Methodist, and thtn in 
London at Mr. Whitefield's house. Now, as to the Me- 
thodists, I knew nothing of them, only h^ V^rkx^v^^ 'wcw^ 
that very little ; though from \\\i«i\. \\\.V\^ \ V^'^ \ift»x^.^ 
imagined the^ were a comp^LHV o^ ^^Yu^^^ ^^or^^^"'^^ 
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ought to be avoided ; for I had never been with any per- 
sons so called. When I heard where Mr. Hervey was, 
notwithstanding what the clergyman said, I was determined 
to go to see him at all events, and was much rejoiced to 
hear he was in London. Methodist or not Methodist, my 
soul thirsted to inquire about this wedding garment, and 
was resolved to lose no time. 

The next day, I wrote a letter to Mr. Hervey, wherein 
I asked his instruction concerning these things, and went 
with it myself, and by good providence, found him alone ; 
and having delivered the letter to him, after reading it he 
received me in a very courteous, affable manner, that at 
once recommended him to me. I had expected (from the 
strict piety displayed in his Meditations) to have found a 
severe, solemn aspect, gloomy and monastic ; instead of 
which I found a courteous well-behaved gentleman, a 
pleasing cheerfulness shining in his counten-mce. 

After a proper introduction, he took a Bible, and pro- 
posed reading a chapter, which being quite agreeable to 
me, he chose the 37th of Ezekiel, and commented upon it 
as he read, in such a manner that my very soul burned 
within me. The power of God breathed upon the word, 
that it was sweeter to my spirit than the honey or the 
honeycomb ; and after he had done he spoke of man's fall 
by nature, and salvation by grace, so as to captivate my 
very soul. O, thought I, what have I been doing all this 
while, that I have lived a stranger to these things ? Surely, 
surely, true joy is only found in religion. Thus I reasoned 
with myself, while the evangelic sounds flowed from his 
lips. In short, the sacred fire so glowed in my heart, that 
I thought I was in paradise. After staying till pretty late, 
I took my leave, and as I walked home, I felt such mental 
pleasures as tarnished all my sin and vanity. I was now 
convinced the only way to be happy was to be given up to 
God. This discourse made too great an impression upon 
me, to be easy without going again the next day to my 
spiritual guide, who appeared to me as a messenger from 
God to point me out the way of peace ; accordingly I went, 
and found more and more reason to be satisfied, each 
day's converse blowing up the heavenly flame in my soul 
to such a degree, that I was all athirst for God. 

Thus I went on for above a week, when being with 
Mr. Hervey one afternoon, he asked me \.o ^o xo Mr* 
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Whitefield's Tabernacle, where, says he, you will hear 
heavenly doctrine. I gladly accepted his proposal. And 
now was the first time of my entering into a methodist 
congregation. My friend having placed me properly in 
the place some time before the service was begun, I had 
time to make reflections on what I saw ; and I must 
confess, notwithstanding the warmth of my soul, the 
meanness of the place, and poor appearance of the 
people, somewhat disgusted me, which disgust increased 
when I saw a mean-looking man enter the pulpit, poorly 
clothed in a lay habit. What, thought I, is this a fit 
person to preach God's word ? 

Well, soon after, the service began with a hymn, which 
agreeably struck me ; but when the preacher had done his 
prayer, I was amazed ; I Uioutrht 1 never heard anything 
so excellent before: my prejudices now began to vanish, 
and I was now reconciled to hear the sermon. Accord- 
ingly the preacher took his text from Hebrews, chap. xiii. 
and the latter part of the 5th verse ; the words in the 
Greek are as follow : " I will never, never leave thee ; 
no, I will never, never forsake thee." Upon which he 
preached in such a manner that he appeared as an angel 
from heaven to my soul. He oprued the glorious gospel 
in so comfortable a manner that I was filled with peace 
and spiritual joy, that was full of glory. I was enabled 
to see this text belonged to me, as also God's unchange • 
able love. My soul drank in every word as eagerly as the 
parched ground doth the falling rain. O, said 1 within 
myself, " This is what I have wanted ever since I was born, 
but knew it not." I was then made sensible, that the 
gospel of Christ's redemption was the only thing which could 
make me happy. As soon as the sermon was over, the 
concluding hymn quite delighted me. In short, the place, 
the people, and the minister, all appeared to me quite 
glorious ; my prejudices were all gone, and I was now 
content to be taught by any one. O blessed Jesus, how 
ought I to praise thy holy name, who made me willing in 
this day of thy Almighty power ! to Thee be eternal glory, 
Amen. 

After I was returned to Mr. Hervey's from the preach- 
ing, he asked me how I liked it. My heart was tQ<^ ^>oJ^ 
tp make any regular answex*. \i^x\.\^a^\\«s^\^■^^>^ ^-^^-^-^ 
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to convince him of my having been deeply affected with 
it. I must not forget to inform the reader that this 
preacher's name was Humphreys, by trade a shoemaker. 
And yet I do declare, to God's glory, that his sermon was 
to my soul the most excellent discourse I had ever heard ; 
being a true minister of Jesus Christ to me ; for my dis- 
gust and pride fell down to the dust, under the power and 
demonstration of the Holy Spirit, wherewith he preached, 
which conveyed to my soul the most solid joy I had ever 
received in my life. Thanks be unto my Redeemer, now 
and ever, Amen. 

Before I conclude this chapter, let the reader admire, 
with me, what a blessed chain of wonderful providences 
were linked together at this time for my good ! The im- 
pressions from reading the QJiurch Articles — the gentle- 
man at the chop-house, and what followed — the passage 
and note in Mr. Hervey's Meditations — the meeting with 
him — his carrying me to Mr. Whitefield's Tabernacle^- 
the hearing of the gospel there, and its effects on my soul, 
" Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, 
bless His hely name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits. What shall I render unto thee, 

Lord, for all thy benefits ! I will take the cup of sal- 
vation, I will call upon thy name, and offer unto thee the 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving continually !'' 

CHAPTER Vm. 

Experience of gte&t joys in Christ Jesus, &e. Scoff from carnal 
people. Books bought in Moorfields, their value. Caution to the 
reader not to be offended with the mean appearance of the Gospel, 

1 DID not stay long at Mr. Hervey's after this discourse, 
as other persons were then with him, and my heart was 
too full for company. Accordingly I took my leave of 
him that night, and went home in joy and transport. The 
grace and mercy of God was so sweet to my soul, I knew 
not how to contain. All my carnal pleasures appeared 
contemptible in comparison of this, and such a hunger 
and thirst was raised in my soul after the word of God, 
that I believe had any person at the time offered me a 
million of guineas not to have gone to hear this poor shoe- 
maker preach, I should have trampled them under my 

such was the power of the gospel on m^ «o>i\ \ iox 
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the which, I desire to praise my blessed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who opened my heart to receive the truth 
with joy. Now did I daily run to hear the word preached, 
though I believe near three miles from where I lived ; no 
weather deterring me : for it was my meat and drink to 
listen to the gospel ; so much so, that it was a thousand 
times more delightful to me than all the plays, assemblies, 
concerts, &c. that I had ever frequented in all my life. 

what a change was now wrought in me ! I seemed to 
be in a new world ; the Bible was a new book to me, by 
reason of the light and power that shone in it, I read 
with new eyes and a new heart, such as I never knew 
before : the whole creation appeared new to me, my soul 
was daily bathed in heavenly joys and spiritual delights, 
such as were unspeakable and full of glory. 

About this time I courted retirement more than ever ; 
and one day resorting to Kensington Gardens, my favourite 
retreat, I was quite astonished to find a new manner of 
praying ; for 1 perceived my heart drawn out in prayer 
very earnestly, and yet I could not justly tell for what; at 
which I much wondered, not being able to judge what it 
could mean : but afterwards 1 found it was the Spirit of 
God making intercession for me, with groanings unutter- 
able, according to the will of God. I have often thought 
since, when reflecting upon this, that it might be said of 
me, as it was of Paul, *• Behold he prayeth ;" for now I 
prayed not in word only, but in power, having received 
(not the form, but) the spirit of prayer. 

By means of the word preached, and the continual ad- 
vantages of Mr. Hervey's private conversation, I was soon 
enabled to know the hand of the Lord towards me in 
these things. Thus was my gracious Redeemer pleased 
to provide richly for my spiritual wants, and my soul grew 
daily in joy and happiness. 

In a few weeks' time, this blessedness so increased 
upon me, that I could hardly bear to live. I continually 
prayed to the Lord to grant I might be a martyr for his 
name's sake ; desiring to suffer any death for Him, who 
was so good to my .poor soul. My natural strength sank 
under the weight of my happiness, which was so great, that 

1 minded not the body, and frequently could get ivo ^Xa-^^^^ 
by reason of the heavenly maxvxia \N\\)a. V4\vv0ci "V n*^^ ^2^^* 
My sod would be drawn oul Va ^x«l^^x ^qvsw'^'Cv^^'^ ^'^'^ 
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hours together, in earnest breathings after God, that I 
might know Him more and more, and be made conform- 
able unto him. Prayer now became as natural to me as 
my breath, and was my chiefest pleasure and delight. 

The heavenly fire kindled in my soul was too hot to be 
concealed. I could not forbear discovering in porae mea- 
sure to all what I had found. And now I set about, with 
the greatest eagerness, to write to all my friends and rela- 
tions, what blessings the Lord had bestowed on me. I 
thought that the beauties of the gospel, which charmed 
me so, must have the same effect on them. I expected 
the answers to my letters would bring me news of their 
seeing things in the same light as I did : but to my great 
surprise it was not so ; for I appeared as one much out of 
the way, and who was run^to great errors and mistakes; 
and much pains were taken with me to make me think so 
too ; but that could not be, for my soul felt the divine 
truths I have been speaking of, as plainly as ever any 
man felt the heat of the sun at noon ; for my spirit was 
baptized into the grace of God, in such a manner that all 
my faculties were replenished with the knowledge of His 
love, in which 1 was happy and blessed. 

In consequence of having found such a pearl, I forsook 
my gay acquaintance, and entirely laid aside all plays, 
assemblies, &c., for these things no longer suited my 
spirit. A sermon now gave me a thousand times more 
delight than any carnal diversions. The station of life I 
was in soon made such a change to be taken notice of, 
and I appeared to most to be a madman or a fool. My 
gay acquaintance would lament, that I who was so much 
esteemed, and well received into the best and genteelest 
companies, should now frequent the company of poor 
illiterate people, and be employing my leisure time in 
reading, or praying, or hearing of sermons, &c. These 
things appeared unto them as proofs of my madness and 
folly ; but all this signified nothing to me, for my soul 
was more and more bent to " seek the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness." The redemption of Jesus Christ 
was continually upon my mind, and afforded me a joy be- 
yond all the pleasures in the world. 

It would make a volume to describe the spiritual joys 
and comforts with which my soul was filled for several 
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weeks. Let it suffice to say, that it pleased the Lord to 
anoint my spirit day by day, and to let his goodness pass 
before me. I was made continually to enjoy unspeak- 
able things, so that it became a burden to me to stay on 
earth. 

Now let it be observed, that all which I have been 
speaking of came into my soul through the channel of a 
crucified Saviour : his sufferings and merits, apprehended 
by faith, opened for my soul its access unto God's love. 
Christ was not with me now a bye matter, but he was 
everything to me, so that the very sight of a spiritual book, 
where his glory was displayed, would make my heart 
glad. And here I must mention one thing, for the morti- 
fication of the pride and wisdom of this world, which is, 
that the books which gave my soul the most comfort and 
spiritual edification, were such as I gathered from stalls in 
Moorfields, and other streets in London, where Feveral of 
them were exposed for sale, with this title over their 
heads, " Pick and choose for Two-pence or Three-pence 
a-piece :" poor old shabby-looking books, quite despicable 
to appearance, and the authors chiefly persons of low 
estate in life. How hath God made foolish the wisdom 
of this world, and provided for the humble in heart ! 
These books were more precious to me than mines of gold, 
and are now those with which I think my library highly 
honoured. And as they contain the marrow of Christ's 
gospel, they appear to me complete, without morocco bind- 
ings or lettered backs, or such like things ; and notwith- 
standing their torn and mouldy garb, the beauties of the 
glorious truths which they unfold, sufficiently recommend 
them to my esteem. 

I suppose by thus speaking I may offend some of my 
readers ; but let them remember, that 1 am now relating 
matters of fact, which are strictly true ; besides, my design 
is not to flatter the pride and spirit of this world. '*If I 
yet sought to please men, I should not be the servant of 
Christ ;" and moreover, I am not ashamed to confess that 
gospel, which is contrary to the honour and glory of this 
world. Christ's kingdom is not of this world, therefore the 
proud spirit of the natural man is offended with its plain- 
ness and simplicity. Human pride will not stQo\^ V^ %xi.O«i. 
a Christ as was bom in a stable \ \\,^^ TkftX. %\.^o^ ^-^ ^xj^^^o. 
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a gospel as is received amongst the poor, nor accept of that 
preaching or writing which is not set off by scholastic 
oratory and human learning; but the sheep of Christ 
know his voice, and are not ashamed of the poverty of his 
cross ; for they glory in that Jesus, who is despised and 
rejected of men, and are ready to embrace the truth, how- 
ever mean and poor the garb in which it may appear. 

Therefore let me tell thee, O reader, that a gracious 
God has taught me, in some measure, to glory in the 
cross : and I am not ashamed to own, that 1 have met 
with ten times more faith and love, and knowledge of 
divine things, amongst the poor illiterate of this world, 
than what I ever did amongst the rich, and great, and 
learned. And lest this should appear strange unto thee, 
let me bring to thy remembrance what the apostle James 
saith, in the second chapter of his epistle, and fifth verse : 
•* Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath not God chosen the 
poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the king- 
dom which he hath promised to them that love him ?'' 
Wherefore wilt thou despise the poor whom God hath 
chosen ? Beloved reader, I pray thee not to be offended 
with the mean appearance of Christ's gospel, but remem- 
ber what Christ said upon a certain occasion, *' I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes ; even so. Father, for so it 
seemeth good in thy sight." Therefore let not that seem 
bad in thy sight, which seemeth good in the sight of 
God, who regardeth not the pomp or honour of this 
world, but "filleth the hungry with good things, and 
sendeth the rich empty away.*' Wishing thee a truly 
humble spirit, I will detain thee no longer from the fol- 
lowing chapter. 

CHAPTER IX. 

Pablication of a religious treatise. Journey into Yorkshire. Re- 
flections on dreams. A second remarkable dream. 

The change and alteration that was now made in me, was 
not short and transient, but increased more and more ; as 
also my delight and relish in the holy scriptures ; for they 
were opened unto me by the divine Spirit in such a manner* 
that I was enabled to apprehend, more and more, the love 
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and grace of God to my soul, ivhich weaned me exceed- 
ingly from carnal delights and pleasures, though I was then 
but twenty- three years old. 

About this time, being full of love and zeal, I printed a 
little Treatise of Christian Truths, entitled *' The Doctrine 
of Jesus Christ," and scattered them about whererer I 
could, and frequently dropped them down privately into 
the areas of dwelling houses, as I walked along the streets ; 
being greatly desirous that everybody might partake of the 
happiness I enjoyed. And it is not impossible but some 
persons (into whose hand this book williall) may peijbaps 
have received one of those treatises in that unexpected 
manner, and never knew before whence it came. 

Soon after this, I took a journey to see my friends in 
Yorkshire ; and as I crossed that passage of water where 
I had been in so much danger, as before- mentioned, my 
soul was filled with joy, to think that so great a change 
had been made in me since that time. I was not now 
afraid of death, but rather wished for it, as that which 
would open a door for me to fly to Him who had bought 
me with his blood. 

As soon as I got to my native home, out of the abun- 
dance of my heart, I began to declare what God had done 
for my soul : and in every company I could talk of little 
else ; the love of Christ constraining me to it. But I then 
learned, and have since learned more and more, '' that the 
things of the Spirit are only spiritually discerned.'* And 
that till God opens the heart, it never can entertain or re- 
ceive the mystery of Christ, but " whosoever believeth in 
Him shall not be ashamed." 

After some weeks, I returned to London, much in the 
same happy situation of mind ; and 1 was now rejoiced 
that I could go again to hear the gospel preached in its 
plain and wholesome simplicity. The oratory and flou- 
rishes of man's wisdom were now tasteless to me. It 
was the theme of Christ crueified alone, which could give 
pleasure and delight. 

But now I come to mention a very particular vision from 
the Lord to me, an unworthy sinner ; and which is too 
remarkable for me ever to forget. *• Praise the Lord, O 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits." 

The reader may remember, that in the &{t\i ^^^uk^Xkx ^V 
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this book I mentioned my having a dream, of a contest 
which the good and evil spirits had about my soul ; in the 
midst of which I awaked with much uneasiness. But now 
it pleased the Lord in his goodness greatly to increase my 
happiness by another extraordinary dream, which seemed 
to resolve my former uncertainty about the place where I 
was going ; nor can I doubt but it was sent as a peculiar 
blessing to my soul. 

Before I relate this visitation, I would observe, that 
though the generality of dreams are but confused resem- 
blaiyes of waking ideas, and not to be regarded ; yet it is 
most certain, from the scriptures of God, and experience, 
that sometimes the Lord is pleased to visit his children in 
the visions of the night. And the son of Sirach, speak- 
ing of dreams, saith, *' Set not thy heart upon them, if 
they be not sent from the most High, in thy visitation,'** 
implying, that there is a distinction to be made in such 
case. And many instances there have been, of persons 
warned in dreams of things relating both to soul and body. 
And such particular visitations are not to be despised, 
though the latter are not to be regarded as deserving any 
attention. 

I thought proper to make this digression, lest the reader 
should imagine me to be one of those persons who are 
disposed to find omens in every idle image of the night, 
however trivia] it may be ; but this is a piece of supersti- 
tion, of which I entirely disapprove. On the other hand, 
surely the same Lord that visited Jacob, Joseph, Samuel, 
and the prophets (in the Old Testament) by dreams ; and 
also appeared in the same manner to Paul, Cornelius, and 
Peter, the Wise Men, Joseph and Mary, &c., in the New 
Testament, can also visit now in like manner those whom 
he seeth proper so to do ; nor is there anything in scrip- 
ture contradictory to it. Therefore I think they greatly 
err, who say, that God doth not, in a particular manner, 
sometimes visit his children now, by dreams and visions, 
for their spiritual edification in divine things. I am dis- 
posed to think, the serious, impartial reader will be of the 
same sentiment as myself, when he has soberly considered 
the extraordinary dream which I am now going to relate, 
as being sent me in the day of my visitation. 

* We regret thif apociyphal quotation, as nothing can bt proTsd 
Jhfw oolaspired writing*, l^il,] 
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I had been much in the enjoyment of spiritual things all 
the day, and at night, when I went to bed, for several hours 
after, could get no sleep, by reason of my heart being 
drawn out so earnestly after God. At last I fell asleep, 
and methought I was at home, sick in my father's house, 
with my friends and relations all standing round me, hear- 
ing me talk of heavenly things ; for I dreamed that I had 
but two hours to live, but was in great joy, being fully 
assured that I was going to glory : for as I remember, I 
saw Christ Jesus ready to receive my spirit, I thought I 
employed my dying moments in testifying to my relations 
the blessings of the gospel ; and at the ex])iration of the 
time, gave up the ghost. When immediately, I thought I 
flew up into the air, to the place where the Lord Jesus 
Christ stood, in a human form ; who took hold of my right 
hand, without saying anything, and began to lead me to 
heaven. As he was leading me along through the air, I 
perceived a multitude of evil spirits in monstrous forms, 
resembling something human, though of a gigantic size, 
and strange odd-shaped arms. I thought these evil spirits 
made a sort of a lane, through which Christ Jesus did lead 
me along ; but all the way they brandished their arms at 
me with great fury ; but as Christ approached them with 
me in his hand, they shrank back, being afraid of coming 
near the Lord. When I perceived this, it gave me courage, 
and I felt unspeakable joy in my soul ; and I observed, 
moreover, that they were chained at the feet by two and 
three together, and had no power to hurt me. In this 
manner methought I passed, until I came to the gate of 
heaven ; my inward transports increasing every step, 
beyond all description. When I was just at the entrance 
of this blessed gate, I thought a monster, somewhat like a 
bear, flew upon my left arm, and the moment I turned my 
eye upon it, it fell to the ground upon its back. Upon 
this, the Lord Jesus Christ (who had still hold of my 
hand) turned his face to me, and with a smile asked, if it 
had hurt me ? I answered. No, Lord ; for it has got no 
teeth nor claws. I thought then that Christ put his hand 
to the gate of heaven, to open it, and in that instant of 
time I awaked. — But oh ! no tongue can tell what im- 
pression it made on me, nor can I ever forget it : for though 
I have described it here as well as I can^ ^et IV^^ ^^^NsNa. 
•ensations^and unutterable traiiaipoiXA olm^ wiviA w^^-^^^^s^ 
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it, are beyond the power of any words to illustrate, and for 
some time after I hardly knew how to suffer this mortal life. 

And now, O reader, canst thou think that this visitation 
is to be ranked in the class of common dreams ? Surely 
no : I am constrained to look upon it as sent from the 
Lord to strengthen my soul in Him : and I trust I have 
been enabled to learn many choice lessons from it, for the 
edification of my spirit in the faith of Jesus, *' who was once 
dead, but is now alive, and liveth for evermore." *' And 
to whom be honour and glory, for ever and ever." Amen. 

As digestion is that which gives to food its nourishing 
quality ; so reflection is that which makes reading, or 
hearing of divine things, nourishing to the soul. For 
which reason I will lay down my pen a little, to afford 
thee an opportunity of meditating upon, and digesting 
what thou hast read : and then proceed, in an impartial 
christian spirit, to read, for the profit of thy soul, what the 
following chapter wiil unfold. 

CHAPTER X. 

Reflections upon past experiences. Thoughts concerning sensible 
frames ; and their distinction from faith. Experience of the loss 
of frames. Lessons learned thereby. 

Before I pass on to relate the occurrences which followed 
this extraordinary visitation, I would make a few remarks 
concerning the joys, delights, and continual transports 
with which the Lord was pleased to favour me, as already 
mentioned in the foregoing chapters. 

And I would observe in the first place, that I was as yet 
but a babe in Christ. And as he is said to carry his lambs 
in his bosom, so he was pleased to indulge my soul with 
the sensible consolations of his Spirit, that I might be 
more and more allured to run my christian race. But this 
life was not so much a life of faith as of sense. I was not 
as yet trained up to walk by faith alone : for though I had 
faith, yet without these sensible manifestations it was not 
strong enough to support me. 

Secondly. Though these joys and comforts were so 
glorious to the eye of sense, yet I have since learned that 
they are far inferior to that faith which lives upon the 
fulness of Christ, and upon the grace which is in him. For 
these sensible frames are subject to change and fluctuate, 
batj'n Christ there is no change. Now»\xoweNet i^le^^in^ 
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to ourselves these frames may be, yet they do not consti- 
tute that " kingdom which cannot be moved." 

Again. Notwithstanding this, these comforts and con- 
solations are not to be despised ; for as the blossom ap- 
pears before the fruit of the tree, so these are the spiritual 
blossoms which flow from Christ in the heart, concealing the 
fruit of faith, which, when it grows up, will stand and abide 
when these are withered and gone. But in this knowledge 
young Christians are generally very unskilful j for they 
are apt to live more upon these blossoms of sensible com- 
forts, than upon Him who is the fountain of glory ; not 
considering these are intended to lead their souls to a more 
enduring substance ; I mean that incorruptible righteous- 
ness which is in Christ, which becomes their own ever- 
lasting robe, by union with him ; a treasure which abideth 
and endureth for ever. Now from this unskilful ness it 
happens, that young Christians are for taking their rest in 
their sensible joys and comforts, instead of Him who gave 
them ; and by this means the gifts are more highly 
esteemed jhan the Giver, which is greatly dishonourable 
unto God. 

Hence, I would observe, that the Lord, in order to 
cleanse the soul from filthiness of spirit as well as flesh, is 
often obliged to withdraw from his children these glorious 
blossoms, and this in mercy to their souls. And though, 
like Jacob, they are ready to cry out, all these things are 
against them ! yet indeed it is quite the contrary j for by 
thus withdrawing, the Lord is teaching them to come up 
to Him, and to put them in possession of Himself, who 
then becomes, in the soul, a never-failing spring of joy 
and peace. 

These remarks, which are made from my own experi- 
ence, may serve as an introduction to explain many par- 
ticulars in what I have further to relate, concerning the 
Lord*s gracious dealings with me : and may enable the 
christian reader (through God's blessing) to receive that 
spiritual instruction which shall be to the glory of God, 
and the profit of his or her soul. Amen. 

After the . before-mentioned dream, I went on for some 
time in a continual fervour of soul, prayer being my 
breath, and praise my recreation. Spiritual books vii^\^ ii^- 
trays food tome ; and to heat \\ie -^pt^a^^wv^ <^^ *^^ ^y^«^^ 
was sweeter to me than ail vjoiVdV^ Tcv«X\«t%» '^^'^ '^'^'^ 
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by degrees, the liord began to teach me how to want, as 
well as how to abound, for I began to find that sometimes 
reading, hearing, praying, &c., were attended with dryness 
and barrenness ; things which before I was not much ac- 
quainted with ; for hitherto I had found no difficulty in 
spiritual occupations, being generally upon the mount: 
but a gracious God began novv to wean me from sensible 
transports by letting me feel more and more of my own 
insufficiency. So that frequently I could get no relish in 
the whole Bible, nor in praying, nor in hearing sermons, 
&c., and not only so, but I experienced more and more 
of the depravity and corruption of my nature ; so that 
•very frequently I was at a stand, being filled with many 
fears and doubts lest I should be lost after all. 

I now found that my faith was very small, for I hardly 
knew how to keep my head above water in the absence of 
sensible frames. And indeed it is no easy matter to ven- 
ture out upon a full Saviour, while the heart (as to sense) 
is hard, and dead, and stupid. I found that the Lord 
called me to the ** fight of faith," which was not so agreeable 
to me as a life of sense, though so necessary for spiritual 
progress. I was now led more and more to experience the 
weakness of my nature, which occasioned much tribulation 
and sorrov^r, so that sometimes I was ready to be quite cast 
down. But my merciful Saviour, to keep me from faint- 
ing, would now and then visit me with very glorious dis- 
coveries of his grace and love ; but still they were short 
in their stay. 

After I had thus gone on for some time, it pleased the 
Lord to direct me to git under a preaching that was more 
suitable to fny state of mind, where I was taught more 
clearly to live upon Christ, and his righteousness, without 
sensible comfort to ground my faith upon. By this means 
I found my dead heart often quickened, and experienced 
it to be a more excellent way than lusting so much after 
sensible frames and joys, which often steal the heart away 
from the simplicity of Christ. For by this faith the soul 
will stand its ground in the absence of sensible manifesta- 
tions. And it is far better to live upon Christ than upon 
these, because they are so uncertain, and so subject to 
change. Happy is the man who h^s the spiritual skill to 
live upon Christ in the midst of sensible deadness as weU 
»9w the midst o/iensible sounnifeBUitionA, ^ 
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The grace of God in Christ is an infinite, incorruptible 
treasure ; and true faith lives upon this treasure, as it is 
in Jesus. This the apostle had in his eye when he said 
to Timothy, ** Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus." This grace is out of the 
reach of every foe ; no thief can steal it, nor moth corrupt 
it. O heavenly divine faith, where the soul has union 
with the fountain-head, and possesses Christ himself, by 
being in him ! They who are acquainted with this blessed 
experience, prove what Solomon said, *' the name of the 
Lord is a strong tower, the righteous runneth into it and 
is safe." 

The Lord was pleased, in some measure, to teach me 
these things, whilst my flesh was exercised with frequent 
leanness and barrenness. And very often when I have 
been in this winter state, and deprived of sensible joys, 
the Spirit would give me such views of the fulness 'of 
Christ, that I have seen more glory in being united to 
him, than in ten thousand worlds, or in the most sensible 
consolations. So that I experienced the truth of what 
Christ spake to his disciples of the Spirit, " he shall glo- 
rify me, and take of the things of mine, and show them 
unto you." O ! blessed be God, these discoveries greatly 
strengthened and enabled me often to triumph in Christ 
by faith, when I was very barren and dead unto sense. 

By such dispensations as these I learned, more than 
ever, the mystery of faith, and wns taught to prize a life of 
faith beyond a life of sense, though not without great 
oppositions and struggles of unbelief. By which conflicts 
I was frequently brought into great distress of soul, and 
ready to judge myself to be without grace. But still the 
Lord, every now and then, was pleased to renew the dis- 
coveries of Himself, alluring me more and more to come 
out of myself and to live upon Him. 

I would observe, that I was not only taught these 
things by outward preaching, but also in my walks and 
meditations ; the anointing from above, enlightening my 
soul to behold the things of the Spirit. 

At this time also, the Lord was pleased to cast in my 
way several books, which he greatly sanctiBed to the nou- 
rishment of my soul ; such as Dr. Crisp's Sermons, and 
Marshal's Gospel Mystery of S«.tve\\^t'a^Aoxv» ^xA. %^xsl^ 
other excellent treatises, sweetly lei[id\xv^ \q\^v.^ ^Qsit^^»^» 
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the Rock that is higher than themselves. And indeed I 
stood in need of gospel cordials, for I experienced so 
much of the insufficiency and helplessness of my own na- 
ture, that had it not been for the views which were given 
me of greater treasures in Christ, I could not have sup- 
ported it. 

Notwithstanding the inestimable treasures which faith 
discovers, the soul (through diffidence and unbelief) is 
"Nvith difficulty brought to lean on Christ, and would fain 
take up its rest in ihe streams of grace, which he is pleased 
to communicate : by reason of which injudiciousness the 
Lord in mercy often takes away the streams, that he may 
become all things to his children, and that they may 
know the unsearchable riches of his love, which never 
fadeth, but remains the same to-day, yesterday, and for 
ever. What a glorious exclamation doth the Psalmist 
make upon the consideration of this matter ! which I will 
here recite, and so conclude the present chapter. " filessed 
are the people that know the joyful sound : they shall 
walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. In thy 
name shall they rejoice all the day, and in thy righteous- 
ness shall they be exalted. For thou art the glory of their 
strength : and in thy favour shall our horn be exalted. 
For the Lord is our defence : and the Holy One of Israel 
is our King." 

Beyond my faith and every grace, 
1*11 glory in ihy righteousness; 
Tliy gifts are sweet, I grateful own, 
Bui, my Lord! thou art my crown. 

CHAPTER XL 

Exercise of soul about the doctrine of election. Tried faith the best 
faith. Advice to the reader. 

At this time I received no small advantages from the con- 
versation of those who lived in the experience of what I 
quoted from the Psalms in the close of the foregoing 
chapter. And I found that the matter of their joy was 
not their frames, but Christ Jesus their Lord ; by reason 
of which they possessed an habitual peace in the inward 
man. Now the Lord, by his blessed Spirit, did often 
convince me that it was my privilege to enter into the 
«Bme rest, I was inwardly persuaded t\ie touudaWoiw ol 
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a crucified Saviour was strong enough to support a con- 
stant joy. And I always found it strongly inculcated by 
the apostles ; especially by the apostle Paul, who directed 
his converts to " rejoice in the Lord always : and, again,** 
says he " I say, rejoice.** And he also declareth, that 
*' the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but right- 
eousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." And by 
waiting upon the Lord, I found, by rich experience, the 
truth of these things in some degree, though at the same 
time attended with frequent ebbs and flows. 

Whilst I was under the gracious dealing of the Lord, 
my spirit was often troubled about a matter which, I dare 
say, most of God's children have been perplexed with ; 
and that was, whether I was one of the elect or not ? For 
I plainly perceived in reading the scriptures, that God*s 
people were a peculiar people, distinguished under the 
character of ** sheep, Abraham's seed, and heirs of eternal 
life,'* &c. I also observed, that the Lord Jesus Christ 
declared that " none should pluck them out of his 
hand," and that " his sheep knew his voice," &c. And 
in reading the eighth chapter to the Romans, I remarked 
that the apostle Paul speaks particularly concerning this 
matter, declaring that the children of God are " the called 
according to his purpose.*' And then goes on in these 
words, *' for whom he did foreknow he also did pre- 
destinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that 
he might be the first-born among many brethren. 
Moreover, whom he did predestinate them he also called : 
and whom he called, them he also justified : and whom 
he justified, them he also glorified.** By these, and 
innumerable other passages, I was convinced that all true 
believers were chosen in Christ unto eternal life before 
the world began : and that all the blessings of redemp- 
tion, effiBCtual calling, justification, sanctification, and glo- 
rification, were as so many streams flowing from this 
choice, and which, in the covenant of grace was secured 
unto them. 

Now the consideration of these things greatly affected 
my mind, and filled me with terrible fears and vehement 
desires. For this thought would often stick upon me, 
how do I know whether or not I am one of God's elect ? 
This sometimes put me to astand,awd\^c>v\$i.wQ»\.\.^^'^«^ 
to say. Again the discovery of l\i(i '^^^^'i' iaca^\^a'^'6»^^ ^%\5x\& 
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of those who were chosen of God, made me bum with 
unspeakable desires to be of that blessed number *^ whose 
names were written in the book of life." In consequence 
of my being thus agitated with these fears and desires, I 
was spurred on to be very earnest in prayer, and in the 
use of the means and ordinances of Christ, that so I might 
be enabled " to make my calling and election sure,'* to my 
own conscience. For O ! I could not bear the thought of 
being out of Christ. But the way by which I most con- 
stantly got relief out of these misgiving fears, was by 
casting myself as a poor sinner upon the mercy of God in 
Christ, trusting in his blood and righteousness for the 
salvation of my soul. And indeed, though the Lord often 
permitted me to be sorely tried about these weighty points, 
yet he was graciously pleased not to let me be overcome, 
but stepped in to my relief, and frequently witnessed with 
my spirit that he was my Lord and God. 

With regard to these and all such sort of trials, I would 
observe, that by them my soul was more and more esta- 
blished in faith, and confirmed in the grace of God. For 
the faith that is tried is the best faith. And I am per- 
suaded that a sound faith in any gospel truth meets with 
frequent conflicts by reason of Satan's temptations and 
fleshly reasonings ; and consequently, must expect to meet 
with many brunts and oppositions, before it can be steadfast 
and firm. And it is by such difficulties and oppositions 
that faith grows stronger and stronger, and so gains richer 
experiences of the truth and faithfulness of a gracious 
God. 

And now, christian reader, let me address a word to 
thee by way of edification. Art thou, or hast thou been 
tried in the manner I have been speaking of ? If so, then 
learn that thy case is not singular, but that it is the com- 
mon lot of God's children. Again, under all such con- 
flicts, reason not with Satan, but fly for refuge to the 
Lord ; and be assured, that if thou art enabled to trust in 
Him, that ** He will in no wise cast thee out." Therefore, 
if thou art troubled about thy election, remember that no 
man can know his election before he believes in Jesus 
Christ. If thou art a believer, then thou art one of 
God's elect ; yea, though thy faith may be as a grain of 
mustard seed. Therefore, lift up thy drooping head, and 
^ve all diligence in the use of CbfiBiU oidui«iti^^«^ \a 
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make thy calling and election so sure to thy own conscience, 
that thou may est *• rejoice in the Lord with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory ;*' till thou shalt be persuaded '^ that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate thee from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus thy Lord. What shall we then say to these 
things ? If God be fur us, who can be against us ? 
Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect ? It 
is God that justifieth." To him be glory and praise for 
ever and ever. Amen, 

THE GOLDEN CHAIN. 

Romans viii. 28, &c. 

All things shall work for good, we know. 

To them that Jesus love ; 
Who are the call'd on earth below, 

As purpos'd was above. 

Whom God foreknew, he did decree 
Should wear Christ's image bright ; 

That 'mongst his brethren he might be 
The firat-born child of light. 

Moreover whom He did ordain. 

He caird ; then justified : • 
And, that he might complete the chain, 

Them also glorified. 

What shall we then to these things say ? 

If God be on our side. 
Who can (that would oppose our way) 

E'er stop free grace' % tide ? 

If God, his Son, from bitterest woe. 

From justice did not spare. 
How shall he not with him bestow. 

Freely, all things to share ? 

Who shall against the Lord's elect 

Lay any thing to charge ? 
God justifies : — my soul, reftecll 

With Christ, thou art at 'Uigft. 



48 LIFJ9 AND CONVERSION 

Who shall condemn ? 'Tis Christ that died, 

Yea, more, is rais'd again ; 
And ever at his Father's side. 

He pleads his death and pain. 

Who shall His love from us divide ? 

Shall famine or distress ? 
Or persecution, if we're tried } 

Or sword, or nakedness ? 

As it is written, for Thy sake 

We're killed all day long. 
As sheep for slaughter, led to stake. 

By Cain and Ishmael's throng. 

In all these things most surely we 

Much more than conqu'rors prove. 

Through Him who died to set us free, 
Through His Almighty love. 

I am persuaded in my heart, 

Through all creation wide. 
No power there is can ever part 

Christ and his blood-bought bride. 

Not earth, nor hell with all their hate, 

Tho' join'd in closest band. 
Can us from God e'er separate. 

Or pluck us from His hand. 

His truth and goodness is the rock 

Which all the church sustains ; 
It stands unmov'd in ev'ry shock. 

And ^race for ever reigns. 

CHAPTER XII. 

A solemn dedication of myself to God. Strong impulses to preach 
tho gospel ; th * cause thereof. An extraordlnarj occurrence satis- 
fying the Author of his call to that work. His first attempt in 
private. His ill success from trusting to notes. Encouraged by 
trusting in tht; Lord. Plan of preaching, with reflections upon the 
ministerial employ. 

The particulars of what I have hitherto related, since my 
iirst acquaintance with Mr« Hexvey, wexe ooatained la 
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about a twelvemonth's space ; in which time I experienced i 
many other gracious dealings of the Lord to my soul, 
which I omit for brevity's sake, as also through an inability 
to describe many spiritual discoveries and sensations of 
the mystery of the grace of God, appearing in the redemp- 
tion of Jesus Christ, which frequently were out of the 
reach of any words to describe. Only let it suffice to say, 
by these things I was more and more convinced of the 
exceeding miserable and unhappy state of a natural man, 
and of the exceeding glorious and happy state of a regene- 
rated man. 

Oh, how little doth a blinded carnal world conceive 
what divine secrets are communicated to those souls that 
are quickened by the Spirit of God to see themselves 
" new creatures " in the holy humanity of the '* second 
man, the last Adam, who is the image of the invisible 
God," and in whom " all the fulness of the Godhead 
dwelleth bodily." How little doth the wisdom of the un- 
regenerate world apprehend the unutterable sweets that 
such souls find in the enjoyments of the grace and love of 
that God who manifests himself in their hearts, as the 
perfection of beauty, and as their incorruptible and eternal 
portion, ** which abideth and endureth for ever," But to 
return from whence I have digressed, and to proceed in 
my narrative. 

One day (according to the subjoined date), I was in a 
very solemn frame of mind, occupied in considering what 
it might cost me to follow Jesus Christ in his life and 
doctrine. Whilst I was so employed, I found the Spirit 
of God strongly allured me to make a particular dedication 
of myself to Him. An extract of which is here copied 
from what I wrote down on that occasion : — 

" O Thou ever adorable Lamb, in whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge : Thou art the Father 
of mercies and the God of all comfort and consolation. I 
am ignorant, but Thou hast a treasure of wisdom. I am 
groping continually in darkness and delusion, but Thou 
art the Sun of Righteousness, containing an infinite ocean 
of pure light. I am weak and feeble, and in myself a 
prey to every temptation, but in Thee, Lord, is everlasting 
strength and power. I know not how to cowd>\^\.TK^^'^SS. 
in life, but Thou art the good ^\ve^\ie\d, ^xv,^ ^^^. ^^^;^^^ 
rock of defence to all that put thdx \m^\.m'^V^^. '^Vq.nx 
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I 

I art all love, all power, all wisdom, and knowledge. Wher 

^ then. Lord, can a poor sinful, weak, ignorant, helples 

ji creature shelter himself from all danger but in Thee ? 

|i ** Lord, upon Thy invitation that Thou wilt cast non 

ii out that come unto Thee, I commit all my concerns, spi 

' ritual and temporal, to Thy care. I commit my soul unti 

Thy free mercy for salvation, through thy all-sufficien 
merits alone. In thy blood and righteousness I will trus 
all my future hopes. And in Thy wisdom, righteousness 
sanctification and redemption, I commit my soul, agains 
the flesh, the world, and the devil ; and do believe tha 
the same is sufficient to fit me according to Thy blessec 
image, notwithstanding my corruptions and the power o 
Satan. Thou art my strength, of whom shall I be afraid ; 
In thy strength I commit myself, and am safe. 

** And now, O Lord Jesus, I commit all the concerns 
of this world to Thy care and protection ; and do believe 
that whatever happens shall be for my good. If poverty 
sickness, or reproach should be my lot, I know they wil] 
be a blessing to me. If contempt, scoff*, and ridicule 
should be my portion, I know they will be blessings, foi 
which I should praise Thee for Thy goodness. Lord, Thou 
gavest Thyself for me ; surely, then, Thou wilt refuse 
nothing that is for my good. Lord, 1 do believe, through 
Thy grace, that thou wilt not. Then what can hurt me r 
Nothing : Thou art my portion. 

*' I this day take Thee for my Saviour, my Redeemer, 
my guide and protector, and the rock of my hopes, for all 
mercies, whether spiritual or temporal. Thus, Lord, I roll 
all my concerns upon Thee, and know nothing can hurt 
me. The world, nor sin, nor the powers of hell can rob 
me of thy protection. And now, I beseech Thee, accept 
my soul and body, and all that I have, and use me as an 
unworthy instrument to Thy glory. I give myself up to 
Thee, O Lord, entirely. O remove all obstacles that would 
impede me ! I would henceforth live only unto Thee. 
Thus, Lord, in thy strength I enter into tliis covenant, 
and will be satisfied with whatever Thou are pleased to 
bestow upon me, as being confident I shall have every 
blessing, temporal and spiritual, as shall be for thy honoui 
and glory, and my own good. Witness my hand, 

" Cornelius Caylet.** 
TrlHay, February 14, 1752. 
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I must inform the reader, that within the last-mentioned 
period for about three quarters of a year I was continually 
urged and prompted in my mind to preach publicly that 
gospel which made me happy. And this for two reasons. 
The one, because my soul was constantly hungering and 
thirsting that my fellow-creatures might be partakers of 
the same happiness. The other, from my perceiving very 
plainly, that the doctrines of grace, once owned and ac- 
knowledged by the Church of England, in her articles 
and homilies, &c., and also by the Protestant Dissenters, 
in their confessions of faith in the Assembly's Catechism, 
&c., were now greatly departed from, and neglected both 
by ministers and people : and that, in the place of these 
doctrines, a new system of divinity was substituted, con- 
sisting of Arminian, Pelagian, and Socinian errors, tend- 
ing to the subversion of the true gospel, and to the keep- 
ing of souls in gross Egyptian darkness ; strangers to the 
corruption of their own nature, and strangers to the grace 
of God in Christ Jesus, and salvation by Him. And now 
that I was brought to experience somewhat of these great 
and important truths, my eyes were opened to discern 
what numbers of persons were contenting themselves with, 
a round of external duties, without being acquainted with 
anything more in religion than the outward form ; deny- 
ing the power of godliness, and mocking and persecuting 
all those who professed to know the same. 

But now I found my desires grew more and more vehe- 
ment, and my uneasiness increased so much, that I could 
not rest. — Upon which I cried earnestly to the Lord, day 
by day, that I might be directed into the good pleasure of 
His will concerning this matter ; and my spirit was drawn 
out to beg of Him, that if it was His will that I should 
preach the gospel, that I might, by some means or other, 
be made satisfied of the same. I was very sure that 1 was 
not urged to the ministerial employ by any prospect of 
filthy lucre or temporal honour, because I knew in the 
manner I proposed to follow it, that the world would 
mock and jeer, and reproach me, and that it might en- 
tirely put a stop to my temporal prospects of preferment 
at court. So mean a thing is it in the eye of the world 
to be a preacher of the gospel to the poor* Ik^^^H^S. 
must expect a thousand repioac\iea ixoxa TCi»x>.^ ^^'ax\RX"9»^ 
if I went out into the highways wi3l V^dg,^^^ Vi %^^ ^»^^^ 
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. ** the lost sheep of the house of Israel," and to pr 

^^ * wnto them *' the kingdom of God." But such wai 

^^^. thirst after this plorious employ, that none of these a 

^f^ derations deterred me ; onlj I was afraid lest pride 

^^ - self-conceit should be at the bottom, being jealous of 

f ^*® deceitfulness of my own heart. And yet (as I saidbeJ 

^^® 1 knew that (in the manner in which I proposed to pr 

^ the gospel) the world would mock and scoff at it, ani 

^. nounce commerce with me, and be ashamed of my < 

^ pany. So great a scandal is it, in the eye of this dej 

rate ajre, to be a preacher of the gcspel in its plaii 

and himplicity, according to the Word of God. 

Thus was I tossed in my mind, till at last it please( 
Lord to open a door for me in the following manner: 
morning being very earnest in prayer concerning t 
things, and wrestling with the lK)rd even to an ag 
])rostrale on my face, a person knocked at my char 
door, upon which I rose up and opened it, and foui 
was a minister of the gospel, who was lately comi 
London, and whom I had heard preach sometimes i 
niuch approbation ; but had no further acquaintance i 
liiin than exchanging a few words in our way home f 
the meeting. After he had sat down a little, he surpri 
me exceedingly by saying, that he came to tell me thai 
was pciKuadcd in his mind that the Lord had called mi 
l)reach the gospel of his grace ; and though he said 
could not icli where, nor with whom I should labour; 
ho was urgcil in his mind to let me know, he was stron 
persuaded that I was called to the work. 

Let the reader judge how surprised I must be to h 
this from one wlio was a stranger to me, and quite 
ar(juainted with my thoughts about entering into 
nunislry ; and also coming at the very time I was pray: 
to the Lord for direction on this point. After he 1 
delivered his message, I made many objections, and c 
coaled from him the workings which I had had in my o 
Hpirit, as well as what I was about, when he came e 
knocked at the door. But though I seemed not to it 
any great notice of what he said, yet I pondered it mi 
in my mind, and found the more I conversed with hi 
the more plainly the hand of the Lord appeared in i 
unexpected visit. Amongst many other things, he U 
me that if 1 would exercise myself with a fev( fdends 
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private, I might be enabled to discern whether the Lord 
opened my mouth or not ; for he urged, that if I was 
really called by the Lord, I should find both enlargement 
of heart, and freedom of speech ; and by some trials of 
this sort, with the help of the judgment of experimental 
christians, I might come to know more evidently the mind 
of God, whether it was my duty to speak in His name, or 
to hold my tongue. 

Now this advice appeared to me far from being con- 
temptible ; and I was resolved, with God's leave, to pursue 
it. Accordingly, some time after, I gathered about forty 
or fifty persons in a private society, and (for the first 
time) went to exercise in prayer. And it pleased the Lord 
so to fill my heart with the spirit of prayer and supplica- 
tions that I could not refrain from overflowing in floods of 
joyful tears. After this was done, I began to speak from 
that text, "Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again I say 
rejoice." And I found such enlargement of heart, and 
freedom of speech, that I was astonished ; and the com- 
pany appeared to be much affected ; and one woman in 
particular, who had been in great distress of soul, received 
much blessing from the same. This encouraged me to a 
second meeting, in which I found the Lord was much with 
me, and the woman before-mentioned was (under this 
second trial) set at liberty in her soul, and enabled to re- 
joice by faith in God her Saviour. I now began to get 
more courage, and found that (in repeated exercises of 
this sort) the Lord blessed and comforted my own soul ; 
and I was more and more persuaded that I was moved by 
the Holy Ghost to take upon me the work of the ministry. 
And let no man judge this as an enthusiastical* fancy, 
for it is quite agreeable to Scripture, and what every Church 
of England minister declares of himself before he is pr- 
dained ; our Protestant Reformers thinking it highly neces- 
sary that every true minister should be so called, and so 
declare. 

Thus I went on as I remember for some weeks, but 
still in private. At last, I thought I would venture a trial 
in public preaching in one of the Methodist congregations 
at Lormor's Hall. And now being about to appear so 
openly, some days before the time 1 studied and wrote 

• Vide m printed Leiter to r. Pott«r, (a(«^ftZ'^,'U&^\!^^'«^bSl^^> 
have further said on this point. 
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down a sennon, which I designed to get off by heart, 
being afraid to trust the Lord for a sufficient supply when 
the time came. But, alas ! I found this wisdom of mine 
was mere folly, and sprang from unbelief. — For what 
cause had I to doubt of the Lord's assistance now as well 
as heretofore ? It was the fear of being confounded before 
a public congregation, which induced me to take a step 
that I judged the most likely to prevent such a thing. 
But in this particular I found by experience how empty 
and vain a thing it is to trust to an arm of flesh : for 
when I was going into the pulpit, notwithstanding I had 
got my lesson so well, my heart failed me, and my knees 
knocked together ; for as I had trusted to my memory, and 
not to the Lord, I found myself destitute of the assistance 
of his spirit ; and after I had given out my text, I forgot 
my plan and method, and was not able to remember my 
heads, nor anything else, and made the poorest piece of 
work of it that could be. Thus was the Lord pleased to 
let me see my folly, and permitted me to appear in such a 
broken, disconcerted manner before the people, as filled 
me with grief and shame. 

As soon as I got home I pondered upon what had 
passed, and thought that I would preach no more ; but 
as I began to suspect that my ill success was owing to 
my unbelief, and trusting to myself, I thought I would 
venture to preach again, and entirely trust the Lord, both 
for matter and manner ; and if I found that He did not 
assist me, then I would conclude it was a call for me not to 
proceed any further in the work of preaching the gospel. 
With this resolution, I soon after entered the pulpit 
a second time, without premeditating what I should say : 
and blessed be God ! I then had a most sweet enlarge- 
ment of heart and liberty of speech, so that it was very 
manifest the Lord was with me. Upon this I was quite 
revived, and resolved that for the time to come I would 
entirely depend on the Lord for the assistance of His Holy 
Spirit o enable me to preach. And blessed be His holy 
name ! for near six years that I have laboured as an un- 
worthy servant of Jesus Christ, in the ministry of the 
gospel, viz. to the present year 1 758, I have never had 
any reason to repent this trust ; but he has been pleased 
to help and assist me, even beyond my expectations. So 
"'Ht by virtue of faith I in Him, I find \l mucYi ««je\«t ^xA 
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pleasanterto face the largest congregation with a depend- 
ence on His Holy Spirit, than if I had my discourses 
penned down before me in the pulpit. And I can truly 
say, that the sermon before-mentioned, which I took so 
much pains in studying beforehand, was the most imper- 
fect, incoherent harangue that ever I made. And the 
Lord made it an effectual means to prevent my ever trust- 
ing to such a broken reed again, teaching me plainly that 
my duty was to depend solely on Him. And in so doing 
I hope 1 can say, I have found ** my labour not in vain in 
the Lord." For which I desire to ascribe unto Him all ho- 
nour, and glory, and praise, now and for evermore. Amen.* 

Thus in the year 1752, about the summer season, I 
entered upon the sacred employ of preaching the ** glad 
tidings of peace by Jesus Christ," in the twenty-fourth 
year of my age : being encouraged so to do by the reasons 
before-mentioned, and the pressing solicitations of many 
people who professed to be edified thereby. 

Now let it be observed, that the plan I set out with 
(and have ever since continued) was to preach the gospel 
wherever I could, without respect to any party, sect, or 
denomination whatever : being fully persuaded that all 
persons might be ranked into two classes ; either such as 
were in their natural state, " dead in trespasses and sins, 
not having the Son;'* — or such as were ** regenerated, 
quickened, and made alive by the Spirit, and have the Son." 
In consequence of this persuasion, I considered persons 
only as believers or unbelievers, whatever their outward 
modes, forms, or ceremonies might be, which many are 
abundantly more zealous for, and earnest about, than the 
weightier concern of *' following Christ in the regeneration, 
and being changed into His image, from the beholding 
His glory, by the Spirit of wisdom, and revelation, in the 
knowledge of Him, as the eternal salvation of their souls." 

This view of things made me not willing to join with 
any denomination in particular, though willing to give 
my labours wherever I might be received. And, accord- 
ingly, I preached in several different christian societies in 
London, who thought they perceived in me the grace of 

* The reader must not from this supposo, that a minister of the 
gospel is not to be a prayerful student of the word\ fct Vv^v^'Wi'''' n^^^^ 
himself to the word of God auA \>Tayw,'* \.ii *"* %vsft ^\x«cA3Kwy& n» 
readinfc," and to *'8tudi^ to fthow Y\\m*e\^ ^c^^niN^^ >mv\» ^^^% "*- 
workman that needeth not to be aaYiamtd;' ««.c. V£»^.\ 
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Qod, and a call to preach the same. Another thing I was 
also convinced of, which was, that Jesus Christ* had con- 
secrated the whole earth to preach the gospel in, and that 
his precious blood, which was spilled upon the ground, 
(unce cursed for man's sake) now hallowed and sanctified 
it, and made it lawful for the true ministers of His gospel 
to preach it everywhere, according to His command : who 
never intended it should be confined to be preached in such 
and such particular places of man*s appointment. For it 
is frequently the duty of ministers to ** go into the high- 
ways and hedges," to preach the gospel to such souls as 
would not perhaps come within a place of worship ; and 
who, nevertheless, by this means, are often brought home 
into Christ's fold. And (whatever proud man may think) 
the Lord Jesus Christ is ready to give His blessing to His 
word preached in the field, as well as in the temple : which 
if it is not for the honour and glory of this world, is, how- 
ever, very much for the glory of God, and the good of 
souls ; which ought to be the main concern of all such, 
who profess themselves to be ministers of Jesus Christ.* 

The reader may judge whether I was not sure of meet- 
ing with much opposition in pursuing such a plan. And 
indeed, I found enough of it ; for I was presently con- 
demned from many quarters ; some crying out that I was 
a fool, a madman, an enthusiast, &c. ; others, that I should 
certainly be turned out of my place at court, and lose all 
my prospects there ; and many other such sort of excla- 
mations : all which I was well aware of before, and hope 
had counted the cost ; and being persuaded I was dis- 
charging my duty towards God and man, I was enabled in 
the Lord's strength to go on in his name ; knowing that *' if 
I sought to please men, I should not be the servant 'of 
Christ." And though this employ seemed so despicable 
unto many, yet to me it appeared highly honourable, and 
worthy of pursuing. Accordingly, I was enabled to pro- 
ceed in the same, with much spiritual joy and delight, 
though attended with many troubles in the flesh ; the par- 
ticulars of which I think it needless to trouble the reader 

• The Editor greatly admires the spirit of these remarks, feeling 
that the true ministers of the gospel should enter every open door, 
to preach the nrord, and that the more ignorant or erroneous the con- 
gregation, the more he should rejoice to be allowed to preach the truth to 
them. 
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with ; only thus much I would observe, that they would 
have proved insupportable, had not the Lord '* strength- 
ened me with might by his Spirit in the inner man ;" 
graciously pouring into my soul the consolations of His 
love, which were beyond all earthly joys ; and for which 
I desire to praise the holy name of that Jesus, who though 
" despised and rejected of men, is exalted above every 
name, and has all power both in heaven and in earth/' 
and whom I acknowledge as my only Lord, and God, and 
Saviour ; worthy of honour, and glory, now and for ever. 

Under the shadow of Thy wing, 

May I for ever flee ! 
For no such joys the world can bring, 

Ab those which flow from Thee. 



CHAPTER Xni. 

The particular doctrines which the author was led to preach agreeable 
to the Articles of the Church of England : with reflections on the 
superstition and persecuting spirit of many in that Church. Some 
remarkable instances of conversion in dying persons. Keflections 
on the same, with an address to the reader. 

Having in the last chapter given some account of my call 
to the work of the ministry, and my plan in setting out in 
the exercise of that function, it will, I trust, be for the 
glory of God, and the edification of my readers, to proceed 
in relating such particular facta and circumstances as may 
serve to evidence, illustrate, and confirm the great and 
glorious truths of the gospel, which so many wilfully shut 
their eyes against ; fulfilling that scripture, '' This is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the world, but men 
love darkness rather than light," &c. John iii. 19. 

Now these truths, which I inwardly experienced, and 
proved to be the life and consolation of my own soul, were 
what I preached in the pulpit ; where I laboured, first, to 
set forth the exceeding miserable and lost state of man by 
nature, through the sin of Adam, rendering him incapable 
of bringing forth any good fruit in the sight of God, whilst 
in this corrupted state ; which is the natural state and 
condition of every man and woman that ever came into 
the world since Adam, Christ only excepted. Then I pro- 
ceeded to publish '* Remission of sins, peac^ wvAl ^Ah^sCnss^ 
in the name of Christ,'* by etidestNOxxnxi^Vi^^^*'^^^'^^^ 



58 Lirk A^D 60NVRE8ia)^ 

by His active and passive obedience to tbe law he bad 
WTougbt out a righteousness answerable to all its demands ; 
•• Whicb is unto all and upon all them that believe ;" — by 
which righteousness, the believer is justified and recon- 
ciled in the sight of Ood, and also in his own conscience ; 
whence springeth "peace with God, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost." After which I laboured to show, how that 
this faith, which assureth the soul of its justification by 
Christ, is productive of all good works, according to the 
measure of its assurance ; which good works, nevertheless, 
are not the cause of justification and righteousness, but 
are the fruits of justification and righteousness ; even that 
perfect and incorruptible righteousness of Christ, in which 
the believer is enrobed, and stands before his God ; " holy 
and unblameable in love, without spot or wrinkle, or any 
such thing." 

This is a brief, though imperfect sketch of the doctrines 
which I was led to preach. And I will venture to say, that 
they are not only agreeable to the whole tenor of the scrip-r 
tures, but are also quite agreeable to the articles of the esta- 
blished Church of England ; and are the particular doctrines 
which she teaches in her articles and homilies. But what a 
melancholy truth it is, that many thousands call themselves 
members of that church, and yet are entire strangers to, 
and opposers of, those truths upon which it is established : 
and, like the Jews, who were continually crying out, " The 
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord," and yet cruci- 
fying the Lord : so these are continually crying out, " the 
church, the church ;" and yet are the bitterest persecutors 
of all those that prove themselves to be the sincerest mem* 
bars of the church ; by adhering steadfastly to the doctrines 
and tenets which she teaches ; though now, as I said be- 
fore, shamefully deserted, both by ministers and people ; 
who nevertheless think they are far from forsaking the 
church, while they do but frequent the stone walls, and yet 
persecute the true church of Christ. Just like many of 
the Roman Catholics, who think they do not forsake Christ 
and his cross, while they have a crucifix in their hands, 
with an image of Christ upon the cross, represented before 
their eyes ; and yet will make no conscience of putting the 
true followers of the Lamb of God to the most cruel of 
deaths. So apt are men to '' strain at gnats, and to swal- 
low camels ;" so apt to have a *' form of godliness^ and yet 



OF COBNELIUS CAYLBY. 59 

deny the power thereof." But let me return whence 
I have digressed. 

In the course of my ministry in London, I had frequent 
opportunities of heholding the power of faith, exemplified 
both in the lives and deaths of several who were possessed 
thereof. Some instances of which, for the edification and 
encouragement of the reader, I will here make mention of. 
One day, happening to be at St. George's Hospital, near 
Hyde Park Comer, I was desired to talk with a poor sol- 
dier, who had had his leg cut off, and lay dying of a mor- 
tification. Upon entering into conversation with him, I 
found he was quite ignorant of any religious sentiment ; 
seemingly insensible of the great concern of eternity. He 
mentioned that he had lived a careless, wicked life, and was 
ignorant of Christianity : upon which I endeavoured to set 
before him his lost estate by nature ; and to make him 
sensible what a dangerous situation he was in. Then I 
proceeded to open to him the exceeding riches of the grace 
and mercy of God to sinners, through the atonement of 
Christ, who would " in no wise cast out those who come 
to Him." I believe I talked half an hour concerning 
these matters, and then left him ; he not shewing apy great 
sensibility of what I said. The next morning I was sur- 
prised with a message from him, praying me to come as 
soon as I could. Accordingly I went, and to my great 
satisfaction, found that the Lord had opened his heart to a 
due sense of his sin and misery ; and also with some hopes 
of pardon and salvation by Christ. And now he was all 
athirst to have further instruction in these things ; and the 
Lord by his Spirit was so pleased to bless what he gave 
me further to say to him, that the poor man at last was 
enabled to rejoice in the Lord, and to praise Him that he 
ever came into that hospital : and although his pains and 
agonies were very great, yet his soul being baptized into 
the precious faith of God's elect, was filled with such joy, 
that he triumphed in the midst of his pain ; wondering 
that the Lord should have mercy upon so wicked a crea- 
ture, as he called himself ; acknowledged that he merited 
hell, yet was persuaded in his own soul, that through the 
sacrifice and death of Jesus Christ, he should obtain ever- 
lasting life. O how this poor man did thank- God for 
sending me to him, and bless and praise the native csl ^^^»^. 
Jesus who had bought him wilYx il\^ \Aa^^. \xw V«^ ^"^ 
three visits after this, 1 found \i\ta «>>SiX tcvox^ ^-^^ ^^^'^ 



60 LIfE AND CONVERSION 

confirmed in the true faith of Christ, and a true evangelical 
repentance flowing therefrom. 

On the other side the room where he was, lay another 
man on the point of death, hut quite the reverse of this 
soldier, for unhappily he would not hear the gospel tidings. 
He said he was not a bad man, but had been sober, honest, 
and paid every one their own, and did not doubt but all 
would be well. In short, he was too good for Christ, and 
would not bear any talk about Him and his merits. The 
poor publican soldier, who had received the grace of God, 
was now quite concerned about the other man, and la- 
mented his condition much ; at the same time admiring 
the mercy of God to himself, in disposing his heart to 
receive the truth. In the last visit which I paid the poor 
soldier, I found him solidly happy in the gospel ; and 
asked him if he was enabled to triumph over death ? his 
answer was, he had died already. Which deep expression 
agreeably struck me ; for I knew he meant what the Lord 
Jesus intimated upon a certain occasion in the following 
words ; " Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that hearcth 
my word and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlast- 
ing life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is 
passed from death unto life," John v. 24. I cannot say 
but I was greatly satisfied in my mind to behold this poor 
man so steadfast in the faith. And after I had spoken a 
few more things, which might (through grace) tend tp 
confirm him in the same, I recommended his soul unto the 
Lord, and so left him. When I went again, I heard he 
had fallen asleep in Christ, testifying to the last his settled 
trust in that Jesus who " will in no wise cast out those 
that come unto Him." 

Another glorious instance of the power of faith which 
I met with, is as follows : A poor widow woman (yet rich 
in faith) was taken ill of a twisting in the bowels, and for 
the space of three weeks, in which she lay in the most 
lingering pains, I almost daily attended her ; and notwith- 
standing the extreme anguish she all the time endured, yet 
her soul was joyful in her Saviour, exulting and triumphing 
that through Him she was pardoned, justified, and saved 
with an everlasting salvation. And this was the solid settled 
state of her mind, which remained immovable all the 
time. And when she could speak no more, her face was 
decked with constant smiles, showing b^ xYie mo^X. ^\^\^. 
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cant signs that she was more than a conqueror through 
Him that had '' loved her, and washed her from her sins in 
his own blood." In all my life I never saw any thing so 
extraordinary. It would take up too much room were I 
to relate the several particulars of this woman's triumphant 
faith and patience, which appeared so wonderfully in her 
to the last. It was with great pleasure that I embraced 
the opportunity (at the time of her burial) of speaking to 
all around her grave of the blessed gospel, the power of 
which was so largely exemplified in her. I would observe 
that this woman had enjoyed peace with God for many 
years, and one of her usual expressions to me was, '' Oh ! 
what a glorious nativity had I when Christ was born at 
Bethlehem !" or words to the same effect. Which words 
she used to speak with particular joy and exultation, as 
feeling what she said. 

I could mention some other extraordinary instances of 
dying persons rejoicing in the Lord through faith, having 
personally attended them ; but for brevity's sake, I shall 
only at present particularise one more, which is as follows : 
A woman who had been for some time possessor of that 
faith which renders Christ precious to the soul, sent for me 
in her last illness. And when I came to her, I found her 
soul was fixed upon that '' rock, against which the gates 
of hell shall never prevail." I found her disposed to die, 
with as much composure as to go to sleep in her bed. 
Amongst other things, I asked her upon what foundation 
her confidence was built ? She answered, that Christ had 
said upon the cross, ** It is finished ;" and she was enabled 
to believe he spake the truth, and in consequence of the 
same was quite ready to die, being assured that Christ 
could not lie. And accordingly she died in that full trust 
and confidence, which maketh not ashamed. 
; These, O reader ! are some of the instances that 'fell 
under my own observation in London; and, I think, are 
undeniable evidences of the truths of the gospel, and the 
power of godliness. And I think all illustrative of the 
apostle Paul's definition of true faith, viz., that it " is the 
substance (or subsistence) of things hoped for, and the 
evidence of things not seen." By the power of this faith, 
many poor souls that are hated, scorned^ and d^^^NSi^^ v^^ 
this world, are enabled to grappVe \N\\)a. \}e\a ^'^ix^^'^x. ^'»^'° 
and dying agonies ; and t\xiou^ \Iti^ \Afto^ ^"^ "^^ 
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crucified, but now risen Jesus, triumph over every difficulty, 
and enter into that paradise where God wipes away all 
tears from their eyes, and where they dwell in everlasting 
joy and rest. 

O reader ! may these things sink deep into thy heart ; I 
wish thee so to read, as that thy soul may (through grace) 
obtain like precious faith. Pause awhile, and ask thyself 
the following questions : — How is it with me ? Am I 
also ready ? Am I not only almost, but quite a christian ? 
Am I indeed in the faith ? Have I on the wedding gar- 
ment ? Have I not only the name, but the nature also 
of a christian ? O reader ! think on these things, and 
may the Lord bless thy meditations on the same, an oppor- 
tunity for which I will here offer thee an occasion of, by 
only adding the following short but yet triumphant exul- 
tation of the apostle Paul, and so conclude the present . 
chapter. " O death, where is thy stiug ? O grave, where 
is thy victory ? The sting of death is sin, and the strength 
of sin is the law ; but thanks be unto God, which giveth us 
the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Death, where is thy poisoned sting ? 

O Grave, where is thy victory ? 
Immnnuers praises let us sing. 

Who conquered both on Calvary.* 

What tho* He died. He rose again, 

Sinless he rose to die no more : 
And perfect rest we now obtain. 

With Him on Canaan's peaceful shore. 

All praise to Him in glory bright. 

To whom, as due, all pow'r is giv'n ; 
He now is our eternal light. 

Our life, our joy, our love, our heaY^n. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Account of a society at ArborBeld. Some account of Lady Pier?, and 
of the Author's preaching there. A narrative of a journey into 
Wales. Description of a society at Built h. Of the Author's being 
sent for by a clergyman, and what passed between them. Arrived 
at Haverford West. Character of Mr. George Gam bold. A spiritual 
discovery by the seaside. The Author's afflictions on the moun- 
tains. Address to the reader. 

As I went on in the work of preaching the gospel, the 
Lord was pleased to give me some glorious seals to my 

^ See Matthew xxi^. 60, 51, 52. 
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ministry, which greatly encouraged me to persevere in the 
same, notwithstanding many heavy trials I met with. 
When I made it my husiness to spend my time in plays, 
dress, and vanity, then I was much caressed and beloved ; 
but now that I was led by grace to employ my leisure 
hours in religious occupations, and in seeking to win souls 
to Christ, I found I was frequently hated, scorned, and per- 
secuted by such as I never injured in any respect. But in 
the midst of these crosses I was comforted in that the 
scriptures were fulfilled ; knowing that because Christ 
had '* chosen me out of the world, therefore the world hated 
me/* But I knew " it hated Him before it hated me.** 
And moreover I was persuaded that all these things should 
work together for my good, and be overruled for the best. 
As my employ in the Princess of Wales's treasury re- 
quired but small attendance, I had frequent opportunities 
of making excursions into the counties round about Lon« 
don, and preaching the gospel to the poor. Amongst 
other places I often went into Hampshire and Berkshire ; 
where, in several parts, I found there were persons dis- 
posed to receive the truth ; and particularly at a village 
called Arborfield, about seven miles from Heading, in 
Berkshire, where there was a very happy society of true be- 
lievers ; who, though most of them very poor, yet were 
rich in the faith of Jesus Christ. In this place I often la- 
boured with great satisfaction, though Satan raised great 
disturbances. Sometimes the carnal mob committed great 
outrages ; once pulled the meeting-house down to the 
ground, with many other insults. This poor society, 
which chiefly consisted of the labouring hands, was sorely 
tried on every side. For the better sort of people (so 
called) that before employed them, now refused to give 
them work, and endeavoured to distress them to the ut- 
most of their power : so that sometimes these poor people 
were hard put to it, being obliged often to go a great way 
to procure some work to earn the necessaries of life. Such 
was the malice of many against them, for being fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ. However the Lord was pleased 
to bring them through all their trials, and made it up to 
their souls by bestowing upon them that inward peace 
and consolation which all the malice of earth and hell casl 
never touch. These were a \u^\v\^-i^aNQxa^^^^w^^%"«A. 
/ do not doubt but they conlmvxe ^o* \ ^x^^"^ ^ \i»:^^ ^^'^* 
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son to be glad that I laboured amongst them, though they 
were settled in the faith by other ministers before I knew 
them. 

Whilst I was in these parts, I used to go to Reading, 
Basingstoke, and some neighbouring villages, where, I 
trust, the word of God was not preached in vain, several 
receiving the gospel message with joy, desirous of knowing 
Christ and Him crucified, as the salvation of their souls. 

Thus for about three quarters of a year 1 laboured at 
different times in London, and in the afore- mentioned 
places ; all which time my ministry was among the poor 
of the world. But now, in the beginning of the year 
1753, I had an opportunity of bearing a testimony for 
Christ in the house of a person of rank ; I mean the truly 
Right Hon. Lady Cornelia Piers, who, from the splen- 
dour of a court, and making the greatest figure on a 
birth-night at St. James's, was now brought to be a true 
lover and disciple of Jesus Christ, and was not ashamed 
to have the gospel openly preached in Jier own house ; 
choosing rather to suffer reproach with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the honour and glory of this world. This 
lady, at the time I am speaking of, lived at a place called 
Mill-hill, about ten miles from London, and for about six 
or seven weeks I frequently went and preached there, and 
was received by her in a very kind manner ; who thought 
my employ a very honourable one, and gave me the 
strongest proofs of her thinking so, by inaking her house 
my home whenever I had an opportunity of going there. 

By this Lady's conversation I was more and more con- 
vinced that nothing is impossible with God. For joined 
to a great share of sense and natural abilities, she pos- 
sessed the much more precious pearl of grace. And what 
crowned all was her being clothed in humility. Though 
the apostle Paul saith, that '' not many wise, not many 
mighty, not many noble are called ;" yet, blessed be God ! 
there are some that are called, and are not ashamed to 
confess Christ before men. Of which happy few this 
lady is an instance ; who, not content with being religious 
herself only, took care also that her family should be 
composed of such only as were lovers of the truth, as it is 
in Jesus. And it was a very pleasing sight for me to be- 
hold that vital godliness abounded amongst them all, even 
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to the lowest servant. So great is the force of good ex- 
ample. 

At such times as there was no preaching, reading and 
conversation employed the agreeable hours I used to spend 
in her company : who seemed to rejoice that I was en- 
abled to go on in an employ so opposite to the honour of 
this world, encouraging me to persevere in the same, and 
not to be ashamed of the gospel of Christ. And, indeed, 
in her I had a great example of christian boldness ; for 
though her Ladyship was mocked at and scorned by many 
of the quality for such a course of life, yet the Lord had 
such hold of her heart, that she did not mind it a straw. 

Whilst I was backwards and forwards here, the reader 
may imagine I met with no great hardships in the work of 
preaching, I used to tell her, I should be spoiled for a 
travelling preacher if I continued there long. And the 
reader will find in the following part of my narrative, that 
I had many hardships to pass through after I had done 
visiting this place. To avoid prolixity, I shall forbear en- 
tering into the particulars of many things during my 
preaching at Mill-hill ; only let me say, I would to God 
that all the nobility and gentry about the court of London 
had but the Christianity and piety of this truly honour- 
able lady; then we might hope happy consequences to 
this land and nation. And though they may mock and 
reproach her now, yet a day is coming when they shall 
be convinced that she chose a truly wise and noble part. 
O ! that many more may follow her example. 

It was not long after this before it pleased the Lord 
that I was taken ill of a violent pleurisy and fever, in which 
I suffered a great deal, and was for some space in danger 
of my life. I had the usual melancholy attendants ^ on 
such occasions, viz., physician, apothecary, and nurse. 
But, blessed be God, my trust was in Him, who was 
pleased to cause the fury of the disorder to abate, though 
I was greatly weakened by it for some time after. The 
woman who was my nurse, I found by conversing with 
her, was in great distress of soul ; sensible of her lost es- 
tate by nature, but not acquainted with peace by Jesus 
Christ. And now I had an opportunity of being a nurse 
to her ; and it pleased the Lord to make me an iaatr\iw\ft»^» 
of bringing her soul into Joy and i^^^t^, ^ ^> xv'^^ X\ifc- 
gan to get better, my physiciaii IooVlho wckaS^^^vas* \» ^^"^^ 
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suade me not to preach any more, telling me several dis- 
couraging things. But I did not think him a competent 
judge of divinity, whatever he might be of physic ; so that 
when I was (through the goodness of God) pretty well re- 
covered, I made no scruple to go on in that work, which 
I was persuaded the Lord had called me to labour in. 

Providence so ordered it now, that I had a door opened 
for me to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, in a much 
more extensive manner than I ever had before. Having ob- 
tained leave of my Lord Scarborough for six or seven weeks' 
absence from London, I took the opportunity of making a 
circuit of several hundred miles ; in which I visited the 
several religious societies scattered up and down in the 
several counties of South Wales, having letters of recom- 
mendation to procure me free course in the places where 
I was going. Accordingly, (with a full trust in the Lord) 
having bought a horse, I ventured all alone to take this 
long circuit, and though I knew nothing of the roads, yet 
I did not doubt, but that my most merciful Saviour would 
be with me. As the journey was attended with many cir- 
cumstances relatmg to the glory of God and the good of ' 
souls, I shall now proceed to give a brief account of the 
same. 

I think it was on Monday, the 3rd of May, 1753, that 
I set out, shaping my course to Bristol, about 120 miles 
distant from London ; at which place I arrived the next 
day in the evening. Here I made about a week's stay, 
preaching the grace and mercy of God in Christ, and I 
trust attended with His divine blessing. I was much 
pleased here with the hot wells, admiring how the Lord 
had provided these salutary waters for a variety of bodily 
complaints. And yet what are these t^ompared to the 
waters of life, which are prepared for all true believers, 
and which they find so salutary to their souls ? Alas ! how 
little doth poor man seek to be healed of that deadly plague- 
sore of the soul ; I mean, the corruption and depravity 
of the human nature by the fall of Adam. 

From Bristol I proceeded on my journey to Aust, and 
crossing a little arm of the sea, landed on the Welsh Coast ; 
and arrived that night at Chepstow, where I found but 
few that understood English. The next day I set out for 
JBreckDockf and was much surprised to «ee fto mouxv- 
tainoua a country aa I /bond tlus to be» AaI^qaa^^ 
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through Abergavenny, Crickhowell, and some other places, 
I was astonished at the language and appearance of the 
Welsh people, so different from what I had ever met with 
before. I was now in a strange country, and all alone : 
but I found the Lord Jesus was with me, who al- 
leviated the tediousness of the solitary rugged roads, and 
encouraged me to go on. 

When I came to Brecknock I had another day's jour- 
ney before I could reach a society of believers who lived 
at a place called Builth, in Radnorshire. But before I set 
out for this place, I was informed I had a mountain to 
pass over,*where I might be lost without a guide ; accord- 
ingly I was directed to a guide, who lived near this moun- 
tain on purpose to conduct strangers that travelled that 
way ; but when I came there I found he was absent from 
home ; and so I was obliged to proceed alone, with no 
other guide than my Lord Jesus Christ ; in whom putting 
my trust, I rode on until I got up to the summit of this 
vast mountain, when I saw nothing but mountains upon 
mountains, and hardly any distinguishable roads. Now I 
made a stand, and knew not what to do : but, however, 
my only refuge was, to recommend myself unto the Shep- 
herd and Bishop of my soul ; which having done, I rode 
on, trusting in his goodnees to lead me to some place or 
other, though I could see nothing but clouds and hills, 
nor knew when or where I should arrive at any dwelling. 

The reader may be sure that to flesh and blood this was 
very trying ; but by faith I was' persuaded that my Re- 
deemer would providentially keep me from harm, and so 
I went on. After riding a long time, and seeing nobody, 
at last I found myself upon a declivity, and there met a 
man, whom I asked where I was, and which was the way 
to Builth ? When to my great surprise he told me that I 
was in the direct road, and was within some few miles of 
the place ; where, by the mercy of God, I soon after safely 
arrived ; and here, when the people found that I had come 
alone, they were quite surprised how I found the way, 
for they told me that those which were most acquainted 
with the road frequently lost themselves amongst those 
mountains. 

Surely, surely, it^ was a good and ^W!.\wi& ^^^ "^^ 
vr&s ple&sed to order my steps wi^t.^ ^.tL^^icla^i^5^^^•'K^^6^ 
appear to some to be the effect ox da»xi<» oi\!k»3as^>^^'^*^ 
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me it appeared to be the effect of a particular providence ; 
for which I desire to praise the name of the liord for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

I soon was made sensible that my journey to this place 
was not in vain ; for I found a company of people that 
were not only true believers in Jesus Christ, but who were 
also greatly advanced in the sacred mysteries of the king- 
dom of God. A people who had, in some measure, ceased 
from the tumultuous workings of the animal passions, and 
were sinking deeper and deeper into the solid enjoyment 
of the love of Christ, from a spiritual discovery of their 
union with Him as their all and in all, a people who 
thought much, and said little ; but that little very much 
to the purpose. Here 1 was received with much joy, and 
found my spirit much enlarged to preach " the mystery 
of godliness," viz., " God manifest in the flesh ;'* being 
led in a particular manner to expatiate upon the glory of 
Christ's taking upon him our humanity, and everlastingly 
uniting it to his own person, and glorifying it with his 
glorious image. No words can set forth the blessed dis- 
coveries which were here given me about these things, by 
the teachings of that anointing from above, which leads 
and guides into all truth. I trust that the. Lord owned my 
ministry, amongst these people, for they seemed to re- 
ceive it with great content. However I must confea^p, 
whether they were edified by me or not, I was greatly 
edified by them ; for they appeared to me far more ad- 
vanced in grace than myself, and their whole minds seemed 
to be taken up with the contemplation and admiration of 
Christ and Him crucified. 

Perhaps it will not be very agreeable to the pride of 
some if I mention, that these happy people were of the 
lowest sort, and exceeding poor and mean as to the things 
of this life : and the poor in Wales are poor indeed. And 
this place called Builth, is situated amongst the moun- 
tains, in as barren a country as any in Wales : barley and 
oat-bread, and skimmed milk (or goat milk) cheese, being 
the chief diet whereon they live ; and many not able to 
afford themselves shoes or stockings to wear, going gene- 
rally bare-foot. 

The reader may judge that I did not fare here as 1 did 
at Mill Hill, at Lady Cornelia Piers's : no, no, the case 
was much altered ; I was now glad of a straw bed to 
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sleep in, and bread and cheese to subsist on. But blessed 
be God, I was quite satisfied, for my soul was fed with 
heavenly manna ; and the people were so spiritual and 
heavenly in their conversation, that their company was 
more, to me than all the dainties in the world, notwith- 
standing their poverty and poor accommodations. 

During my stay at this place, I used to make excur- 
sions round the country in Brecknockshire and Rad- 
norshire, but the names of places I do not remember ; 
however, I remember this, that there were a number of 
souls disposed to receive the gospel, though a great many 
of them did not understand English, which defect was 
supplied as well as it could be by interpreters. 

After I had been at Builth about a week, I set off afresh 
in my ramble, accompanied with one of these happy 
people, and after passing along a range of mountains, got 
to Llanandovery, in Carmartheonshire, where some people 
having got intelligence of my coming that way, would 
not permit me to pass on my journey without preaching 
amongst them. Accordingly I did ; but very few of them 
understood English, and so I was obliged to have an in- 
terpreter. From Llanandovery 1 proceeded on my way to 
Carmartheon, but was stopped after I had rode a few miles 
by a clergyman's servant, who told me that his master 
had sent him to find me out, and if possible, to prevail 
with me to come to his house. As I thought there might 
be a particular providence in this invitation, I went with 
the man, and when I came to the house was received by 
his master in a very affectionate manner. After we were 
settled in conversation, he told me he was very ignorant of 
the power of Christianity, and desired 1 would talk to him 
about the truths of the gospel. O how my heart did melt 
to find a person twice my age (and who wanted not for 
natural sense and understanding), yet so humbled by the 
grace of God as not only to be sensible of his spiritual 
ignorance, but also to acknowledge the same, and to be 
willing to receive instruction from any one that had truly 
experienced the power of divine things, " Blessed are the 
poor in spirit : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." O 
happy they who are so far wrought upon by the Spirit of 
God, as to know that they know nothing: such souls 
shall be filled. But to return. 

After I had endeavoured (as God enabled x!pa\ \a 'ye? 
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forth man's corrupted state by nature, and bis renewed 
state by the quickening Spirit of Christ Jesus the Son of 
God, this gentleman (who all the while listened with the 
greatest attention, leaning his head upon his hand) at 
last cried out (clapping his hand on his breast), '' Oh, 
sir, your words have pricked me to the very heart." And 
several other things he said, discovering that he was 
greatly affected. At last, with the greatest eagerness, he 
asked me if I would preach a sermon there the next day, 
and promised, in that case, he would come to hear me 
with all his parish. Having gladly agreed to this, he sent 
all about to give notice of the same. Accordingly, the 
next morning a congregation was assembled together, 
whereof he and his family composed a part ; when I en- 
deavoured (with the Lord's assistance) to preach the joy- 
ful tidings of a finished salvation by Christ, choosing for 
my text the following words : " For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God. Being justified freely by 
his grace, through the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus." Rom. iii. 23, 24. 

Whilst I was in my discourse, I observed the. clergyman 
with his face to the wall, crying like a child : and when I 
had done, he lifted me up in his arms, saying, that I was 
an angel from heaven to his soul, and many other expres- 
sions significative of the blessing he had received. When 
we got back to his house, he seemed quite uneasy that he 
could in no way make me amends for my coming and 
preaching to him. I told him that the pleasure of seeing 
him so comforted was more than a sufficient recompense 
to me. As my time would not permit me to make any 
longer stay, I was obliged to leave him without much 
more talk, though he was exceeding loth to part with me. 
This clergyman's name was Thomas, and vicar of Lan- 
sadurn. 

From his house I went on to Carmartheon, where I 
arrived at night, and preached there. In this city I met 
with a young man of some substance, who had found the 
Pearl of great Price, and was going to forsake all to preach 
the kingdom of Ood. I made but a short stay at Car- 
martheon, as I was in haste to get to Langharne, where 
there was a society, amongst whom I proposed to stay 
awhile. Here, as in Builth, I found a very poor but happy 
people, and I trust my preachmg amongst them was nof 
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in vain^ as they seemed to receive the gospel testimony 
with joy. 

From Langharne I proceeded on my journey, and 
preached that day on the top of a hill (in Pembrokeshire) 
to a large body of people who came a great way round to 
hear me ; and indeed I have great reason to remember 
that day, for the goodness of the Lord towards me and 
towards the people. From this place I went to Jefferson, 
amongst the coal mines^ and preached there to numbers of 
the poor colliers, who seemed exceeding serious and desi- 
rous of hearing the truth. As 1 journeyed on from this 
place to Haverfordwest, I found the late (faithful servant 
of Jesus Christ) John Cennick, preaching in the high road. 
With him I now joined myself, and so we went together 
to Haverfordwest, where we abode some time. During 
my stay in these parts, I visited Pembroke and the country 
places round about, and found much blessing in preaching 
to the people, for they were very glad to attend to the 
testimony of Christ and Him crucified. And indeed, 1 
must bear witness of the Welsh people in general, that 
they discover a particular readiness to hear the preaching 
of the gospel, beyond what I have met with out of that 
country. 

At Haverfordwest I was much comforted with the con- 
verse of my ever dear and respected friend George Gam- 
bold, who is since dead, but whilst an inhabitant of this 
lower world, was the most experienced and gracious, hum- 
ble minister of the gospel that I ever met with. He was 
a father in Christ, and a child in simplicity. His life and 
conversation was a continual testimony of that profound 
joy and peace which he constantly possessed in the secret 
of his soul. The memory of this person must be always 
particularly dear to me. O that the Lord would raise up 
many more such faithful labourers in his vineyard ! " That 
the eyes of the blind may be opened, that they may be 
turned from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God." Even so ; Amen. 

I will conclude what I have to say about honest George 
Gambold, by giving the reader an extract of a letter which 
he wrote to a godly woman. As a caution to which I 
would observe, he was always very careful souls should 
not be ^content with a head knowledge of gospel truths, 
but seek that living faith therein, whereby they might Live 
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soberly, godly, and righteously in this present world, 
which he himself did in an eminent manner, yet giving 
all the glory to Christ, as the following letter plainly 
testifies : 

" I heartily wish you abundant joy and peace in be- 
lieving, and an enlarged enjoyment of all the rich grace 
purchased for us by the death of our loving God and 
Saviour, who loved us, and gave Himself for us, that He 
might redeem us from all iniquity and make us his own, 
to the end He might manifest in us the exceeding riches 
of His unparalleled love and grace. To that end He ap- 
pointed us to be His own brethren, made Himself bone of 
our bone, and flesh of our flesh, so made us one with him- 
self; took our poverty, sin, and misery, and bare it in His 
own body, and made an entire end of it, and buried it in 
oblivion ; removed the law that was against us, putting 
that also out of the way ; and having died for our sins, 
and so abolishing them. He rose again to justify us in his 
own eternal righteousness. So in Himself, He has made 
us complete, without any help or thought of ours ; nay, 
while we were dead in trespasses and sins, thoughtless of 
our misery, and heedless of a remedy. And now His 
voice to us is. Rejoice in that which I have done : be 
clothed with my garment of righteousness : eat of the 
meat 1 have prepared, and drink of the wine which I have 
mixed. Say no more. What shall I do to be saved ? for 
I have redeemed thee, and saved thee. I have done away 
as a cloud thy iniquities, and as a thick cloud thy sins, I 
will remember them no more for ever. And now I call 
thee with a holy calling, to possess all the good things 
which my sufferings have deserved. Be my happy and 
my constant pensioner. Our Saviour loves giving more 
than gifts, and His religion consists chiefly in receiving 
and enjoying, I hope you daily acquaint yourself with 
this liberal Saviour," &c. 

From Haverfordwest I returned back to Langharne, 
where I remained a few days. Before I left this place, 
one day being by the sea-side, as I lay upon the side of a 
rock, musing upon the gospel, the Lord was pleased, by 
his Spirit, to give me a fresh discovery of the full atone- 
ment that was made for sin by his blood, tvhich filled me 
with great joy and peace in believing. 1 remembex, 1 V^^ 
B memorandum of this mercy gra'ven upon 0\e tocV \«j\\\i 
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my penknife ; and though it may in time be erased from 
thence, yet, I trust, it rriW for ever abide in my memory, 
and cause me to praise the goodness and tnercy of that 
gracious Lord who is all my hope and all my salvation. 
To Him be glory and praise. 

I would observe, that in Pembrokeshire most of the 
Welsh people speak English. This country goes by the 
name of little England beyond Wales. And indeed it is 
abundantly more fertile and civilized than the inland and 
mountainous parts, which I passed through in coming 
here, and consequently was much more convenient fbr the 
preaching of the gospel, as the people had no need of in- 
terpreters to understand the English language. 

As I was now upon my return through Wales, I could 
not satisfy myself without going to pay another visit to 
the clergyman before mentioned, who was quite delighted 
to see me again. I found that his soul was grown more 
and more in grace, and that he was pressing forward in 
that narrow way which leadeth unto eternal life. He ex- 
pressed to me some concern that he knew not how to 
preach, saying that he was far from being capable of teach- 
ing others, who himself had only just begun to see. O 
how amiable did this self* abasing language sound in my 
ears ! I told him he had nothing to do but to preach ac« 
cording to the best of his light, and to pray to Qod for 
more, and then he might be assured that he virould be 
enabled to glorify the Lord, and to feed his flock. This 
gentleman shewed great reluctance to part with me, but I 
do not doubt (if I never see him again in the body) of 
seeing him one day in that blessed kingdom which is 
opened unto all true believers, who live by the faith of 
the Son of Qod, who loved them, and gave Himself for 
them, and hath promised that none shall pluck them out 
of His hand. 

From this clergyman's I set out alone to travel over a 
long chain of mountains, in my way to Dollevellin, upon 
the borders of Radnorshire. In this journey I was so long 
upon the mountains, that I was made to experience the 
torment of sharp hunger, and to such a degree that could 
I have met with a piece of raw horse-flesh, I believe I 
should not only have eaten it, bwt ^\&Qi ^^>qS.^ V-^c:^^ 
felished it as a sweet morsel ; «i\.\c«a\. Vt Ti^>$e«t^^ ^^ "^"^ 
me at that time, O, none kivovr \)x\\. \Jcitrj ^"^^ "^^^ ^'*"' 
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perienced it, what a dreadful thing violent hunger is! 
Here I knew what it was to feel an uncommon sympathy 
for those who want food for their hodies, because I proved 
it to be an affliction beyond what I ever conceived. The 
reader may easily think that the more than ordinary sharp- 
ness of the air upon these high mountains, made hunger 
advance by much swifter steps than it would have done 
elsewhere. And had not my God, in His mercy, delivered 
me when He did, I could not have home up much longer. 
At last, after wandering about a great while at the hazard 
of being starved in these desolate mountains, it pleased the 
Lord to guide me where I soon after arrived at DoUevel- 
lin ; but before I reached this place I was past eating, hav- 
ing no desire for it, being more inclined to fainting and 
sickness ; however, by degrees I got power to eat, and 
with God's blessing was restored. 

The reader may be ready to think that sure I was now 
sick of my work of preaching ; but blessed be God, that 
was not the case. For by this last-mentioned hardship of 
hunger, which the Lord was pleased I should endure, I 
was taught several useful lessons. 

First. I was made to feel bowels of compassion and 
sympathy for those that want bread ; for ever since that 
time my soul yearns m a particular manner, if I see a 
person that I think is attacked with sharp hunger. Oh, did 
the rich and great (that squander so much away in extra- 
vagant entertainments and feastings) know what it was to 
feel a ravenous hunger, sure their bowels would yearn, 
and they would by a more becoming frugality provide some- 
what to relieve the necessities of the industrious poor. Oh, 
how will such answer it one day, who instead of helping 
and easing the poor, grind and oppress them to maintain 
themselves in pride, luxury, and intemperance. 

Secondly. By this dispensation I came to understand 
more particularly than ever how Christ could sympathise 
with all the sorrows of his children, by having been tried 
in all points like unto them. For if I could feel such 
bowels for those that are a hungered, only by experiencing 
what that torment was ; how much more then must the 
Lord Jesus Christ feel compassion for his children, who 
hath deeply experienced every sorrow and affliction that 
they can be exercised with. O reader, I assure thee I 
cannot describe how much the Lord blessed wid swvcxSSLe^ 
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tbis trial unto my soul. And I do from my heart praise 
and thank Him for the same, being assured that it was 
ordered in very mercy and love. " Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and forget not all His benefits ; who redeemeth thy 
life from destruction ; who crowneth thee with loving- 
kindness and tender mercies." 

From Dollevellin I went once more to Builth, and made 
a few days' stay amongst that happy society, in which place 
I was much edified by the conversation of the people, and 
of some of the Welsh preachers, whose company was 
made a great blessing to me. After this I went to a place 
called the Haye, where I found great liberty in preaching 
the mystery of the union of Christ, with his mystical body 
the church, and found it to my own soul sweeter than the 
honey or the honeycomb, and I have reason to hope it was 
made so to others. 

The last night I preached in Wales, which was at the 
Haye, I found it a sweet opportunity indeed, and the people 
seemed to prove it so to them. My text was out of the 
first of John*s epistles, fourth chapter and tenth verse — 
" Herein is love ; not that we loved God, but that God 
loved us and sent hiis Son to be a propitiation for our 
sins." O happy they, who by a living faith can feed upon 
these comfortable words ! they, and they only, will truly 
learn what it is to love God and to love one another. 

The next morning I set out early from the Haye, that I 
might get that night to the new passage which crosses 
over an arm of the sea, which separates the Welsh and 
English coasts. After a very long day's journey, I arrived 
at the inn by the water-side, quite weary and tired, and 
I found I could not get a bed to lie in, the house at that 
time happening to be eo full. Therefore, notwithstanding 
my great lassitude, I was obliged to rest upon the table a 
good part of the night, which I found but ill-suited me at 
that time, though, as I remember, before morning I got 
part of a bed with somebody's footman. About eight 
o'clock in the morning we embarked, and set sail for the 
English side. As soon as we got ashore, I immediately 
took horse, and proceeded on to Bristol, where it pleased 
God I arrived in very good health and spirits, thoug;h L 
had met with many things that wei^ ^x^^X. \vw^'^xv^ *^^ 
flesh and Wood, yet none but N^\i«tX Wi^ l^crc^ ^^^ '^'^ ^"^^ 
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me, and which I trust have been of great use and senrice 
to me. 

At Bristol I abode with my friends a few days, and had 
an opportunity one afternoon of the company and conver- 
sation of the Right Hon. the Countess of Huntingdon, 
who I believe is so much acquainted with the excellency 
of spiritual treasures, as to think all worldly enjoyments 
mean in comparison of them. Thb lady's religious cha- 
racter is so well known, that it is needless for me to say 
anything more about the same. O that she may be more 
and more filled with all joy and peace in believing ! And 
O, that many more of her rank and station may be con- 
vinced that without Christ all their glittering titles, and 
honours, and riches, are but empty bubbles, that will 
soon burst and vanish away, and that it is of no profit to 
them, " if they get the whole world and lose their own 
souls." 

Having taken leave of my friends at Bristol, I set out 
for London, and through the kind providence of my most 
merciful God and Saviour, in two or three days after, I 
safely got back again to that great metropolis. And not- 
withstanding the many fatiguing incidents I had met with 
from the time of my setting out until my return, yet the 
blessed experience which I gained in this journey of the 
Lord*s goodness, mercy, and protection over me, both as 
to soul and body, was more than a sufficient balance for 
every inconvenience. 

And now, O reader, before I conclude this chapter, let 
me exhort thee to make such reflections upon what I have 
related, as may be for thy own profit. Many particulars 
of what happened to me in this journey, I have omitted 
for brevity's sake ; but let the few things I have mentioned 
teach thee that the experimental knowledge of Christ and 
Him crucified, is no cunningly devised fable, but a glorious 
substantial reality, as plainly appears by the several ex- 
amples I have been speaking of, both amongst the higher 
and lower ranks of people. All — all — confirming what 
the apostle Peter asserts of the excellency of Christ, in 
the following words : " Unto you that believe He is 
precious.'* 

O reader, I wish that thou mayest be able to set to thy 
seal that this i^ true. By finding Cbfist 3e«\xB i^t^^vc^xsa \.o 
thjrowtt soul, then thou wilt know by\)\e%seA ^^^T^exv^xvcfe 
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that Wisdom's ways are ways of pleasantness, and that 
all her paths are paths of peace." Then wilt thcu find 
that Christ's *' yoke is easy, and His burden light." To 
Him be glory; Amen. 

Hail, sacred Wisdom, source of peace ! 

Replete with j lys divine ; 
Thy wonders still in me increase, 

Make all Thy treasures mine. 

Thy perfect blessings never fade, 

Thou pure eternal day ; 
All sorrow, like the night's dark shade, 

At Thy approach gives way. 

Come, then, and make Thy fixed abode 

In spirit, body, soul : 
Unveil to me the depths of God, 

And all that's false control. 

CHAPTER XV. 

The Author's return to London. Experience of the mystery of the 
two Adams. Ace >unt of the conversion of lour persons in on3 
family. Particular reflections on those who lie under spiritual 
awakenings : with an exhortation to such persons. A journey to 
the University of Cambridge, with reflections on the same. 

Being now returned to London, though I went on as usnal 
employing my leisure hours in preaching the gospel, in an 
open, public manner, yet I still kept my post in the Prin- 
cess's Treasury ; which I very much expected would be 
taken from me. But my God (into whose hands I left 
myself and all such concerns) so ordered, that as yet, I 
met with very little trouble from that quarter, only per- 
haps now and then being laughed at and ridiculed : but 
blessed be God, such things as these appeared to me not 
worth the minding. 

About nine months after this time, in the beginning of 
the year 1754, the Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Saviour, 
was pleased to reveal Himself very particularly to my soul; 
discovering to me some heart- cheering glimpses of my full 
and complete perfection in Him ; as being united to Him 
in that eternal life which is above all deaths. In this 
sacred mystery I was enabled to see myself part of the 
holy incorruptible humanity of the last Adam, of whom 
the first Adam was but a figure. Axv4xw'Ci\. w\^ vi^\svi^.[V 
was also made sensible thai ftiU ixieoxx^x^M^^ \cqs»ws^s?i 
dweUs in God, and God in it ; m«i»iv^ ol V«^ xw^Vxa^'^ ^^^^^ 
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glorious Emmanuel. So that now I was taught by the Holy 
Ghost to find the one true God in the temple of Christ's 
human nature; and myself as a memher of that glorified 
humanity, married unto God — agreeably to that scripture, 
'* Thy Maker is thine husband, the Lord of Hosts is His 
name." And agreeably to that promise of Christ to His 
disciples, viz. '' At that day ye shall know that I am in 
the Father, and ye in me, and I in you." John xiv. 20. 
At this time also I was inwardly irradiated to behold soul- 
ravishing matters in the 15th chapter of St. PauPs first 
epistle to the Corinthians, concerning the two Adams, par- 
ticularly the 47th, 48th, and 49th verses, viz. ** The first 
man is of the earth, earthy ; the second man is the Lord 
from heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also that 
are earthy ; and as is the heavenly, such are they also that 
are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly." 
O ! I was made to see what a glorious state I was in, by 
being regenerated in the second Man ; who is made unto 
all hia mystical body the fulness of wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and eternal redemption. 

I could with great pleasure proceed to expatiate on this 
delightful theme ; but having already swelled this narrative 
to a great length, I must be concise. However, I would 
farther observe, that with regard to the experience, which 
I have been just now giving a few hints of, that for two 
or three months my soul was under the divine teachings of 
these things ; in which time I wrote a great deal upon this 
particular subject, both in letters and meditations. And 
if it please God to spare my life, and give me His blessed 
assistance, I propose some time to present them to the 
public as a distinct work, calculated for the spiritual edifi- 
cation of such *' who by reason of age, have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil ;" who are learn- 
ing what it is to put on the new man, where Christ is all 
and in all. 

Before the expiration of this year, I happened to be 
where the Lord was pleased to make me an instrument of 
bringing four persons in one family to the saving know- 
ledge of Jesus Christ. It was as follows. By my con- 
versing with them about the truths of the gospel, one of 
them, in a few days, was so awakened to &ee Yiex\o«\.^«>\A\A 
b^ nature, that she was in the greatest concern i^^jomx. \«Jt 
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salvation ; and the arrows of conviction stuck so fast in 
her soul, that she was obliged to take to her bed. A bodily 
doctor was sent for, but alas ! he was of no service ; for it 
was her mind that wanted ease. And accordingly, after I 
had set before her the joyful tidings of salvation by Christ, 
the Lord was pleased to give her some comfort by the 
discoveries of his grace, which was the only thing able to 
relieve her disorder. Another person in the family, who 
saw her in such distress, began to be concerned, and to 
complain that she could not be so affected as the other 
was ; but the Lord in a few days made her so sensible of 
her carnal unconverted state, that she was seized with 
greater agonies of distress than the first, and was obliged 
to take to her bed ; crying out» she was lost ! she w^as lost ! 
However^ it pleased the Lord after a while, that her spirit 
was somewhat eased by the gospel cordial. Two more 
persons who saw these things, were also awakened to be 
uneasy about their souls, though not so violently as the 
others were. Thus these four persons, in consequence of 
their spiritual convictions, were now very desirous of hear- 
ing the gospel preached unto them : and accordingly I 
endeavoured to do it daily for some weeks ; and, blessed 
be God, my labour was not in vain ; as I had the pleasure 
of beholding that the Spirit of God applied the word with 
power to their souls, so as to make them happy in Christ 
Jesus, rejoicing in his holy name. 

Though a great many people make their scoff and game 
at those whom the arrows of the Lord force to cry out 
(with the jailor in the Acts), " What shall we do to be 
saved ?" yet I have generally observed, that till people are 
somewhat convinced of their lost estate by nature, they 
have but very little relish for the doctrine of a crucified 
Saviour. But when they are made sensible of their misery, 
then they are glad to hear of Christ and of salvation by 
Him. Happy are they who, after they are so awakened, 
follow on till they obtain peace with God by Jesus Christ. 
But alas ! too, too many stifie convictions, and drown 
them in the cares and pleasures of this world, and become 
more hardened than ever. I have sometimes seen melan- 
choly instances of this. 

O reader, consider of these thlti^^l '^^'sX *^^xi. ^-^^^ 
been truly awakened? and it ao,\i^%\. xXxoxsL^^i^'est^ ^orKs^-^^ 
aho ? Or hast thou stifted lYi^ae cQtiNf^^^^a\^a^^^^'^'^^ 



80 LIFE AND CONVERSION 

into the way of the world that leadeth unto death } The 
time of awakening is a very critical time ; a time when 
Satan and the world will strive hard to draw back the soul 
to its former stupidity : and carnal friends and relations 
will also endeavour to persuade such persons that they are 
mad and deluded, and advise them to run into worldly 
pleasures and diversions : by which means many are 
allured to turn their backs upon Christ and his gospel, 
preferring the love of the world before the love of God. 
but again I say, blessed are all they who press on unto 
eternal life ! who (through grace) will not rest until they 
rest in Christ; who cries out unto such, " Come unto me, 
all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest." But lest any should think that Christ may call in 
vain, let me put my readers in mind of another sentence 
which Christ spake, viz. " All that the Father giveth 
me, shall come to Me, and him that cometh unto Me, I 
will in no wise cast out." Therefore, O reader, if thou 
art one of those that thirst after Christ, and findest thy 
inability to believe in Him, cry unto Him in the language 
uf the church — ** Draw me, and I will run after Thee" — 
" Turn me, and I shall be turned." Let this be an argu- 
ment, not for sloth, but for spiritual diligence, knowing 
that thy labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

As 1 obtained leave every summer for some weeks' ab- 
sence from my business in the Treasury ; so now, in the 
year 1 755, Providence opened a door for me to preach the 
gospel in Norfolk ; a county that I was before an entire 
stranger to. But as my plan was to preach the salvation 
of Jesus wherever I could, I accepted an invitation into 
these parts, and accordingly came, and endeavoured to cast 
my mite into the societies which I found in this county 
and the city of Norwich, and I perceived that among mahy 
my testimony was received with joy. 

In my return to London I visited Cambridge, and 
preached there in a dissenting meeting ; some approving, 
and some disapproving. Whilst I was here, I made a good 
many remarks of what I saw in this place. And amongst 
other things, I was far from being pleased with observing 
in. Trinity College Library, that on each side of that spa- 
cious room were placed, on several columns, the heads 
(not of the prophets or apostles, or men eminent for piety 
and TeVi^ipD, but) of the Heathen Pagan pYi\ioaop\ieTa»«xi^ 
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English dramatic poets, £cc., the generality of whose 
writings have a much greater tendency to debauch the mind 
than to build it up in any christian knowledge. And yet 
I fear too many are much better versed in these kind of 
authors than in those sacred authors, whose works were 
dictated by the divine and unerring Spirit of truth. 

Though classical learning may make good scholars, yet 
sure I am that nothing but divine learning, from the Spirit 
of God, can make good christians or good ministers. And 
though I do not doubt but there are some of both in the 
two Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, yet I must 
confess (from what little I have seen of them) that they 
are the last places where I would go in search of true 
piety and godliness. For where are there more riots and 
excesses, quarrels and debaucheries, than what walk in 
open day in these places ? How many hopeful youths 
that were before but half spoiled in public schools^ are 
here established in vice and licentiousness, and grow ram- 
pant in all iniquity, and come away (very often) better 
skilled in the sophistry of the Heathens, than in the divi- 
nity of the apostles — more apt to invoke Apollo and the 
Muses, than Christ Jesus and the Spirit of God — and 
better acquainted with the fabulous gods and goddesses, 
and their vices, than with the true God, and Jesus Christ 
his Son, and the precepts of the gospel. And yet such is 
the blindness of many in this unthinking, degenerate age, 
that let a man be ever so well experienced in grace, and 
taught in the school of divine wisdom, yet if he is not 
stuffed with the before-mentioned heathenish knowledge, 
and well read in Plato, Aristotle, &c., why, then, they 
think he is by no means fit for any sacred or ministerial 
employ. Such is the wisdom of man ! such are the rudi- 
ments of the world ! but such are not the rudiments of 
Christ. For where do we find in Scripture that He ever 
sent His disciples or apostles to Pagan philosophy to learn 
divinity ? He bade them search the scriptures. He bade 
them go and tarry at Jerusalem till they were endued with 
power from on high, but nowhere sends them to the 
Jewish Rabbis for learning, nor to the Greeks for wisdom. 
For the apostle Paul assures us that the preaching of 
Christ crucified is to the Jews a stumbling-block^ ^sA^ \si 
the Greeks foolishness. 1 vrouXd Tio\.\ie ^om^x. ^^ ts^wx^ 
as to speak against human \eamvn|t m \xa ^X^^'^- ^^^'^'^ 
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and sciences are exceedingly useful in this life. Mathe- 
matics, geography, botany, &:c. &c. are all necessary to 
the welfare of human occurrences. But when human 
science usurps the seat of the Spirit of God, and pretends 
to fathom Christ, it is as absurd as setting an ape in the 
throne of a king, or using a straw to fathom the sea. 

In a word, as the sun is only seen by its own light, so 
Christ Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness, is only known by 
His own Spirit. And Heathen philosophy, or Pagan so- 
phistry, is of as little avail to discern the glory of Christ and 
His gospel, as the lighting of a candle is to see the natural 
sun in the firmament. Happy, then, are those ministers! 
and happy those people ! who are taught (in the Uni- 
versity of Christ) by Him, who is the wisdom and power 
of God, Happy they who have got that blessed unction 
from the Holy One, that leadeth and guideth into all truth, 
and searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 
Though such persons are not approved of by the wisdom 
of this world, yet they are approved of God, and of all 
God's people of every denomination. 

I will conclude this digression, and also the present 
chapter, by putting the reader in mind of that wise coun- 
sel which an inspired apostle gives us (concerning these 
things) in the following words : " Beware, lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and 
not after Christ ; for in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in Him, which is 
the head of all principality and power." Colos. ii. 8, 9, 
10. To Him be glory and honour. Amen. 

The wise and mighty, chain'd in pride, 
Christ's wisdom and His cross deride; 
But Jesu's babes His Roodness prove, 
And soar on wings of faith and love : 
To such He loves to shew his face, 
And all their glory is His grace. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

An account of an extraordinary visitation from the Lord while on the 
road to Norwich. A paper which I wrote at the inn at Sudbury, 
whilst the visitation continued. Of the author's relinquishing iiis 
place at Court. A journey to the University of Oxford. Arrived 
at Norwich, and consolation in Christ, notwithstanding many hard- 
ships. Conclusion. 

From Cambridge I returned to London, where I remained 
about a twelvemonth, preaching as usual ; and though I 
met with many afflictions during that time, yet I had the 
pleasure of seeing that my ministry was not in vain in the 
Lord. 

On the 23rd day of September, 1 756, I set out from 
London to go to Norwich, and I have abundant reason to 
remember that day. For as I rode along upon the road 
(being alone) I had a wonderful discovery of my new 
creation in Christ Jesus, and of my incorruptible perfection 
in Him. I was in some measure enabled by the Spirit of 
God to put on the new man, who is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. In consequence of which, a pro- 
found and solemn joy took possession of my soul. The 
sin and poverty of my old nature seemed to be lost in the 
beauty of that new nature into which I was now baptized : 
which new nature appeared to me to be the humanity of 
Christ Jesus, of which all the perfection of Adam's nature 
before he fell was but a figure or shadow. All the day 
my Boul was under the spiritual irradiations or shinings of 
this sacred mystery, and I tasted a joy unutterable, but full 
of glory. I now perceived much glory in that scripture, 
" If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature ; old 
things are passed away, behold all things are become 
new."— 2 Cor. v. 17. 

I would observe, that in this blessed state of mind I 
reached my inn at Sudbury, half way to Norwich, about 
six or seven o'clock in the evening. After supper I got 
a pen and ink, and wrote the following paper, in the full 
experience of the truth of every word contained in it, be- 
yond what any language can express, nor did I find it left 
me for soirie hours after I went to bed. The glory of it, 
by little and little, went away, in the same gradual manner 
in which it came. But the Temem\itw\^^ c\^ \»^ \v^m^x V?x 
XO0 aioce, being a felicity beyoiidL vjV^X «^^ ^^^'^ ^^^^ ^"^ 
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ear ever heard, or ever entered into the heart of man to 
conceive. 

" Sin dwelleth in the flesh of a christian man, but it is 
his privilege to live by faith a real life in Christ (aboTO 
the flesh), where dwelleth righteousness, even spiritual 
purity. For grace has given us in Christ a complete sal- 
vation from the /all. The old man was crucified with 
Christ, that the new man might remain. This new crea- 
tion of God endureth and abideth for ever. It is the 
image of Jesus, who is without change. This is the per- 
fect man, in whom Qod is well pleased. And the mystery 
of the new birth is to be created anew in Christ. Then 
the soul is made partaker of a nature that is without sin, 
or any possibility of sin ; and this is the gift of God's grace, 
which the Holy Spirit reveals, and makes manifest to the 
soul ; for it is only to be demonstrated by the Holy Ghost. 
This is the spiritual man revealed in the heart ; and then 
righteousness triumphs over sin, immutability over corrup- 
tion, light over darkness, mortality is swaUowed up by 
immortality, imperfection by perfection, life triumphs over 
death, and eternity triumphs over time ; joy over sorrow, 
happiness over misery, and God appears a God of love for 
ever and ever. This St. Paul meant when he said. Put ye 
on the new man, where Christ is all and in all. To be 
united unto the Son of God, is to partake of His life, 
righteousness, purity, and holy nature, none of which suf- 
fered any loss by the fall of man. The natural man fell, 
but the second man never fell. And as we have borne 
the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly, and this last endureth for ever, 

** The Holy Ghost, the Comforter, reveals to a man his 
new creation in Christ, and then he flnds himself preserved 
in Christ. Christ is revealed in such a man, as united to 
Him. So that a man flnds himself a member of Christ's 
body, flesh, and bones, and one Spirit with Him : and he 
is enabled to appropriate the holy nature of Christ as his 
own ; and whatever he discovers in Christ, he discovers 
to be his own treasure and fulness, because he is joint-heir 
with Christ of the perfection of His nature. For Christ 
took our nature into union with Himself, that he might 
leaven it with J I is own spiritual nature, who shall change 
our vile body, and fashion it like unto His own glorious 
body, that we may be like him and as He la. ¥ot Oo^\va.\^ 
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predestinated ui unto the adoption of sons by Jesus Christ 
unto Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will. 
Having made known unto us the mystery of Uis will, by 
the which will we are sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus once for all. 

" The Lord says to a poor benighted child, Arise, shine, 
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee. This is the light of life, which replenishes the 
soul with all good things. When that which is perfect 
is come, then that which is in part is done away. The 
soul puts on perfect righteousness, incorruptibly so. It 
puts on eternal life and perfection of beauty. This light 
is sown in the righteous, ordained to rise in and upon 
their souls. And though there are many things to cloud 
it, yet it shall overcome, by little and little, all obstacles. 
And then, everlasting day shall remain, and night shall be 
done away. And the righteous shall see himself in the 
image of the Son of God, and shall rejoice in his portion, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

" ' And the ransomed of the Lord shall return unto Zion 
^th songs, and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads, 
and all tears shall be wiped from their eyes. And the 
inhabitants of that city shall no more say they are sick, 
for their sin and iniquity shall be remembered no more. 
The mists of nature shall be done away, and the new man 
shall appear all glorious. The King's daughter is all glo- 
riotts within.'" 

I could much enlarge on this gracious dispensation to 
my soul, but at present I shall forbear doing it because I 
am very sensible that many sincere christians cannot re- 
ceive it : yet I am persuaded that the few hints I have 
here dropped, will be understood and relished by some of my 
christian readers, to whom it is given to know the myste- 
ries of Christ's spiritual kingdom. To him be glory and 
praise. Amen. 

The next day I proceeded on my journey into Norfolk, 
where I made some stay, preaching in various parts there- 
of ; and found the gospel so well received, that 1 frequently 
made excursions from London into this county, till the 
year 1757, when it pleased the Lord to call me to new 
trials for His name's sake. 

As yet I had no disturbance as to my place in the 
Priaceas's Treasury. Bui noN? 1 ioMxv^ \\. \i^a ^x^^^\a^X 
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should lay aside preaching ; and accordingly I was heset 
on all sides, and all methods were used to prevail with me 
to forsake my ministerial employment. But my conscience 
would not let me consent to any such thing. Now I met 
with very sore afflictions, of which my giving up my place 
at court was the least. My soul had fainted had not the 
Lord heen my defence ; but though I was forsaken on 
every side, yet He did not forsake me. I shall not trouble 
the reader with the particulars of my trials, only let it 
suffice to say, they were of the sharpest sort. As I found 
no quarter from the world, I fled to the Lord for refuge, 
and was resolved to pursue my call to preach more than 
ever. 

Soon after this I left London, and took a fresh ramble, 
in which I visited the University of Oxford. Concerning 
which I shall here say the less, as the observations I have 
already made whilst at Cambridge may suffice for both. 
From Oxford I proceeded through Warwickshire and 
Staffbrdshire into Shropshire, where I opened a new meet- 
ing at a place called Wem. After preaching about a fort- 
night in these parts, I came across the nation to Norwich, 
which I found a long and painful journey. After I had 
been at Norwich a- while, I was obliged once more to go 
to London, and there I found such trials and afflictions, as 
if the malice of earth and hell were broken loose against me. 
O the inveterate malice of the world against the gospel of 
Christ! 

From London I came down again into Norfolk, in 
which county I have remained ever since, and mostly in 
the city of Norwich, labouring to build souls up in that 
ever-blessed gospel which is the power of God unto salva- 
tion to all that believe. And though in this city as well 
as in others I have sustained many sharp trials, fatigues, 
toils, and difficulties, yet my consolation is, that I have 
endeavoured conscientiously to discharge my duty in the 
ministry, both towards God and man, without either seek- 
ing or receiving any other wages than the pleasure of the 
work, being persuaded tl\at Christ Jesus, the ever-watch- 
ful Shepherd and Bishop of my soul, will one day wipe all 
tears away from my eyes, and cause me to dwell in ever- 
lasting joy. And though, in this world, I have met with 
great crosses and reproaches, lying slanders, unjust calum- 
jjjes, and fal^e aspersions ; yet in t\ie nexl vvoiVdi \)iAfta^ 
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thorns will be changed into a glorious crown, which the 
Lord Jesus Christ, my Redeemer, will bestow on me for 
His name's sake. 

Jesus, thou balm of every woe, 

Of everj grief the cure, 
'Tis Thou alone who doet bestow 

The peace that will endure. 

With Marj at Thjr blessed feet, 

May I her portion prove ; 
And learn from Thy own mouth, most sweet. 

The story of Thy love. 

With favoured John, may I lean 

My head upon Thy breast ; 
And there (by blood made white and clean) 

Enjoy eternal rest. 

Thus, reader ! I have given thee some account of my 
spiritual experiences, from my infancy until the present 
year, J758. And now, as a stranger and pilgrim in this 
earthly vale of tears, I am waiting for the second coming of 
my gracious God and Saviour in His appointed season. 
In the meanwhile I um endeavouring to approve myself as 
His minister, " In patience, in afflictions, and distresses, 
through honour and dishonour ; through evil report and 
good report ; as unknown, and yet well known ; as dying, 
and behold I live ; as chastened, and not killed ; as sor- 
rowful, yet always rejoicing ; as poor, yet making many 
rich ; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things ; 
persecuted, hut not forsaken; cast down, hut not de- 
stroyed. 

Finally, reader ! I pray the God of all grace to bless and 
sanctify what thou hast read to thy soul's profit. And if 
thou dost receive any spiritual edification from the fore- 
going pages, give God the glory, and pray for me, that I may 
be enabled more and more to glorify His holy name both 
in my private and public capacity. And if it shall please 
the Lord to spare my life, and give me His blessing, per- 
haps thou mayest see in print some further works, which I 
hope may prove consolatory to Zion's travellers^ and re- 
dound to the glory of that Jesus, whom (though despised 
and rejected of men) I acknowledge as my only (Saviour and 
Redeemer: upon whose precious sin-atoning blood and 
perfect law*fulfilling righteousness alone all my hoQes are 
founded, both in this world anOi m \)ck!^ ^q\W v^ ^^\s^^% "X^ 
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Him, the eternal Word, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, as one only true and ever* living God, be all honour 
and glory, world without end. Amen. 

O blessed Jesus! King of kings. 
With perfect healing in Thy wings; 
Cloudless, within my soul arise, 
And be in me th' eternal prize. 

Break forth, thou everlasting light, 
In full refulgent glory bright. 
And so destroy each covering vail, 
That truth may evermore prevail. 

Yes, Lord, Thy glory let me see. 
Absorbed t: erein O let me be : 
Con form 'd, complete, eternally, 
In love'i most sacred unity. 
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A visit into Yorkshire, in the year 1759. Preached at Leeds, in the 
French language, to the French prisoners there. Return to Lon- 
don and Norwich in 1760, Account of some towns round Norwich. 
Some particulars of the late pious Miss Jenny Cooper. Singular 
event at Hingham. 

As THE most merciful and kind Providence of God my 
Saviour is pleased still to continue me in my earthly pil- 
grimage, I shall proceed, in this third edition of my life, 
to give the reader a brief relation of my course since the 
year 1758 (which finishes my last account) until this 
present year 1778. And that it may be to His glory, 
and for the profit of every reader, is my earnest wish and 
sincere prayer. 

About August, in the year 1759, I left Norwich, on a 
visit into Yorkshire, and for the space of three months 
lived at a house near Stanley Lane, a mile from Wake- 
field. During this season I exercised myself in preaching 
the gospel, mostly at Wakefield, except at such times 
"when I visited many neighbouring towns, particularly at 
Leeds, where I preached sometimes in Mr, Edwards's 
chapel, and once there in the Exetido. \wi^\x»JS^ Na "^^ 
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French prisoners, which I suppose many at Leeds may re 
member. And a very comfomble time it was to my own 
soul, finding as much enlargement of mind and readiness 
of speech as I ever did in my native tongue. 

At this season I was very intimate with the late Mr. 
Crookes, a clergyman at Hunslet, who used to conduct me 
to Kippax, and many other country towns, encouraging 
my preaching as much as he could. Sometimes I also 
visited Rotherham, and York ; also the late Mr. Ingham's 
societies in Lancashire, and particularly at Tadcaster, in 
this county, where I had uncommon satisfaction in 
preaching among his people there. 

After continuing to preach at Wakefield, till the Christ- 
mas following, I then went to London to see my religious 
friends there; and in January, 1760, returned back again 
to Norwich, where I continued till about August, 1761. 
Thence I went again to London. Since that time I 
have never been in Norfolk. For which reason, before I 
proceed in my narrative, I shall relate some few particulars 
attending me whilst I sojourned at Norwich, which was 
(except on occasional excursions) about six years. 

It would be tedious to the reader, were I to relate the 
continual persecutions I went through in that place. The 
fury of the mob, set on by many who ought to have known 
better, made me run frequent hazards of my life. At the 
same time the Lord was pleased to own my ministry to 
great numbers, and to make my troubles light. But I wiU 
pass over the particulars of these things. During my chief 
residence at Norwich, I made frequent visits to all the 
neighbouring towns, particularly Hemnall, Fomcett, Clax- 
ton, Strumshaw, Hingham, Cromer, Yarmouth, &c., &c., 
preaching the blessed gospel to the poor, with much 
comfort and consolation, and also attended with many 
crosses and persecutions, as every true minister of Christ 
muit expect ; for the servunt is not above his master. 

Amongst my numerous acquaintances whilst at Norwich, 
I there became acquainted 5vith the late truly amiable and 
pious Miss Jenny Cooper, whose published life and letters 
are known to many. She then lived at Hingham, a 
market-town about ten miles from Norwich, where I used 
frequently to preach, and where she took pleasure to make 
np one of my audience. Here let me observe^ that though 
Hjss Cooper, tor conacience* sake, and \>7 teiAcnk ot 
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tnnible from her family, went into a service at London, and 
on tliat account was com mobly called Jenny Cooper; yet 
the was in reality a beautiful, gonteel young lady, liberally 
edocated, of great delicacy, and enriched with very fine 
talents, wrote a peculiarly beautiful hand, and mistress of 
a style exceeded by very few, as her printed letters plainly 
demonstrate. I was favoured a good while with her 
epistolary correspondence, as well as with her frequent 
converse, and her memory I shall ever revere, having sel- 
dom met witli a more amiable person either in natural or 
spiritual accomplishments, and all these clothed with sin- 
gular humility. 

I cannot forbear relating in this place a singular event 
that happened one day when 1 was at liingham with Miss 
Cooper. After having spent part of the day with her at 
her own home, we went together to a house where I was 
to preach about two o'clock. At that time there was a 
recruiting party of soldiers in the town, and a plot was 
laid to bring all the drummers to beat about the house 
where I was to preach, to prevent my being heard. A poor 
old pious woman, who heard of iheir design, quite spoiled 
their scheme, and out-plotted them in the following man- 
ner: she went to the public house where they were 
assembled, and sat down by the fireside without saying 
anything. This woman was known by them all as a con- 
stant hearer of all who came to preach. The soldiers see- 
ing her there, concluded to follow her when she came awa}', 
judging that would be the exact time. This was what the 
good old woman thought in her own mind, and therefore, 
for the benefit of me and my congregation, she stayed in 
the house till she knew I must have done. Then she starts 
np and comes away to the preaching-house, and the soldiers 
and four or five drummers along with her. Immediately 
they drew up in a line, and began to drum with great fury. 
Upon which I came out to them (having finished my 
preaching, &c.) and told them, to their great confusion, 
that it was too late, all was over. 1 could not help smiling 
to see how chagrined they were at hearing this. Presently 
they went away, with volleys of oaths, &c. and I got rid 
of them. How easily does the Lord, by the meanest in- 
struments, frequently overturn the plots of the ungodly 
against His cause and people! The reader may easily 
imagine this little event iuin\A\iedi Um ^v^^^^x >ss:i^ ^s^- 
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self subject matter for edifying oonTenation, as we drank 
tea together that afternoon. As to this pious young lady, 
I shall speak more of her in some following part of my 
narrative, and here conclude the present chapter. 

CHAPTER II. 

Anecdote of John Kemp. History of a pious lady who died at Nor- 
wich, Publishing a letter to Mr. Potter, a clergyman, in answer to 
a Sermon of his against the Methodists. A Christmas Anthem. 

Amongst my acquaintances at Norwich, the most extra- 
ordinary person I met with, was a poor man whose name 
was John Kerop. He had been the most notorious open 
sinner in all the city. But the Lord was pleased, under 
the preaching, to convince him of his dangerous state. 
Upon which (being an illiterate man, not able to read or 
write) he used to go into a pit upon Mussel Hill, near the 
town, and there he used to pray this short prayer, " God 
be merciful to me a sinner !" This he continued about 
three months, when it pleased God to reveal His Son Jesus 
Christ to him ; and after that he became one of the most 
pious exemplary christians that I ever knew in all my life. 
He died as he lived, rejoicing in the Lord, after several 
years spent in continual exemplification of the mind and 
temper of Jesus Christ, to the astonishment of all people. 

Another of my intimates at Norwich was a very amiable 

and pious married lady, who was uncommonly courageous 

in the cause of Christ. Many times she was covered withv 

dirt by thti mob in going to hear the preaching of the gospel, 

whtcli she never minded at all. She was young, beautiful, 

DDd finely {icconifilished, a great proficient in music, and 

sung exL'eedin«5ly well, which talents she employed in the 

pruise of lier God and Saviour. She died whilst I was at 

N^>rwich, and st^me remarkable particulars happened to her 

a littlt^ before, wbich I think worth communicating to the 

efldtr, Oiie day I went to see her when she was quite in 

iulth, I foil mi her in an extraordinarily heavenly frame 

^ mind. She told me she was so full of the love of God, 

lat she could willingly leave the world, her husband, and 

iiildrt'D, to go to Christ. Her husband had just finished 

am elegunt iiousiu to live in. Upon which occasion she said, 

if QKid spon^s my life I have a fine habitation, but if not, I 

have a beiier house in heaven to go to. More of this con- 
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'Oniioii passed between us when I left her. That aftor- 

looo she was taken ill, and in a day or two drew near 

ieatb, which happened soon after. A little before she 

lied she rose up in bed, and sang in the most melodious 

l&anner the following part of a yerse, viz. — 

From care, and Bin, and sorrow free, 
Give me, O Lord, to iind in Thee 
My everlasting rest. 

Then she lay down again, and presently expired, leaving 
•11 about her in pleasing surprise as well as sorrow. Iler 
husband, who was very fond of her, felt as a man, and was 
resigned as a christian. When he buried her, he was de- 
sirous to erect a monument to her memory, and that her 
remarkable words should be recorded upon the stone. Upon 
which he desired me to write her epitaph, and fill up the 
verse so as to inform the world of its particulars. I did; 
and it is as follows : — 

The latest words which e'er she spake, 
In tuneful accents from her brake, 

And thus her soul exprest ; 
" From care, and sin, and sorrow free. 
Give me, O Lord, to find in Thee 
My everlasting rest !" 

ThiSf with her name, age, &c., was engraven upon a 
■tone, and put up in St. Giles's church, at Norwich, where 
ahe was buried, and where it now remains. Ooe more re- 
markable thing I have to mention about her was, the day 
I was with her when she sickened she told me she dreamed 
a few nights before that she was at the Meeting-house, in 
the gallery, hearing a sermon, when she thought she saw 
an angel fly round the place, over the people's heads, who 
came to her, and tapped upon her shoulder, and then 
vanished. She asked me what I thought of this dream. 
What I answered I forget ; but I think the event ex- 
plained it very clearly. She went, I doubt not, to that 
heaven unto which she was summoned. May every reader 
give all diligence to follow her there also. 

Before I left this city I published a letter in answer to 
a clergyman who printed a sermon against the Methodists ; 
his name was Potter. I have reason to thiuk the Lord was 
pleased to bless this little piece of mine to many, as the 
prejudices of se viral of the high' r sort of people were much 
moved by iU 
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; In the year 1756, whilst at Norwich, I also comipoael 
and printed a Christmas anthem, which was adapted to ft 
fine piece of cathedral music, and sung very well and frej 
quently at the Tabernacle where I used to preach. 1 
flatter myself it will not be disagreeable to the reader to 
have it in this place. It is as follows : — 

AN ANTHEM. 

ON THE Biaxa OF JESUS CHRIST. 

Thr prophets to our fathers spake. 
That God a peace with man would make. 
By grace inspired, Isaiah's tongue 
Was loos'd, and thus he sweetly sung : 

" Behold a Virgin shall conceive 
A child who for our woes shall grieve : 
The Mighty God, the Prince of Peace, 
Shall cause our sorrows soon to cease. 

" By love constrained, creation's Lord 
Shall take on Him our flesh and blood; 
Who for our sakes will quit His sky, 
And in a manger meekly lie. 

Hallelujah I" {^Repeated thrice.) 

Now the bright morn at last appears. 
Which bids us lay aside our fears ; 
The promis'd child is born to-day. 
Who came to take our sins away. 

Chorus. 

Welcome to earth the Lamb of God ! Single. 

To ea — rth the Lamb of God, \ « ,, 

To ea— rth the Lamb of God, j * "*^- 

With cheerful hearts we too will sing ) ^ • 
Hosannahs to our God and King. } women. 

Hallelujah ! Full. (Repeated iix times.) 

The news to shepherds first was told. 
To whom the angels did unfold 
The gladsome sound of JESU'S birth, 
Who left His throne to dwell on earth. 

Welcome to e^xVXi, &fi. 
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See heaveoly hosts the place surround ! 
How sweet their golden harps resound ! 
** To God, all glory, might, and praise, ] 
To mwa, forgiveness, peace, and grace.'* 

Welcome to earth, &c. 

wond'rous proof of mercy free, 
Which now in JESU*S face we eee ! 
Who came to wash us from our stains. 
By His own hloody stripes and pains. 

Welcome to earth, &c. 

Come, saints and angels, let's comhine, 
With raptur*d hearts and hymns divine. 
To shout aloud Immanuel's fume. 
Triumphant in His holy name. 

I\*ll Chorus. 

Let heaven and earth resound — Amen ! 

Heaven and — earth resound — Amen /J; 

Heaven and — earth resound — Amen \ 
Incessant sing, incessant praise 
HIS houndless love — HIS houndless grace. 

Hallelujah ! {Eepeated seven times.) 

CHAPTER III. 

The doctrine of Christ's imputed righteousness particularly exempli- 
fied in the remarkable history of a Quaker near Norwich. 

Whilst I am giving some account of my religious ac- 
quaintances in these parts, I desire to add one more which I 
cannot pass over. It is that of a very extraordinary Quaker, 
who lived ahout seven miles from Norwich, and whose re- 
ligious history, I helieve, it may he very much for the 
edification of all my readers to he acquainted with. 

This person (his name Trundell) had been for a 

long time esteemed by all people, as well by his own so- 
ciety as others, for a very sensible man, and of a particu- 
larly upright and good conversation of life. To the sur- 
prise of many persons he suddenly became a strong and 
warm advocate for the doctrine of justification by the im- 
puted righteousness of Jesus Christ to all tiiat belitve. lu 
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eoDieqaence of this he took pleasure in attending such 
placet where it was preached; and particularly near his 
own hoose. Among others, he attended my ministry there, 
and prevailed with me frequently to visit bim and his 
faauly, consistbg of himself, wife, and several g^wn-up 
children. One day when I was with him he was speaking 
with great joy of the before-mentioned doctrine, and I 
learned of him by what means sneh a change had been 
effected in his mind. Fpon this occasion he gave an ac- 
connt, which I shall here relate to the reader, as nearly 
and exactly as I can remember he did to me. 

" I was (said he) from very early years convinced 
of a light in my conscience, prompting me to good, and 
checking me for evil. I endeavoured to obey this inward 
light; and by means thereof I was preserved from immoral 
deeds, and made to walk soberly and regularly in my ac- 
tions. As I grew up in more advanced years, I knew (said 
he) this light was the law of God, which always required 
obedience from me more and more. For a long while this 
gave me the answer of a good conscience, and made me 
very easy, as 1 always endeavoured to do what it convinced 
mc was my duty, both in doing good and abstaining from 
evil. But (said he) after I had gone on in this manner for 
several years, I came to see the law was spiritual, and re- 
quired tt perfection of obedience, inwardly and outwardly 
too; and that unless I came up to the standard of perfect 
obedience, I could not be justified by it Upon which I la- 
boured more than ever to reach that nuirk ; but instead of 
succeeding I was brought into condemnation; for I saw 
more and more how I fell shor^, and that the more I en- 
deavoured the more I was sensible I could not bring my 
heart to answer its demand of perfect purity^ So that in- 
stead of attaining peace of conscience, I was by this law 
convinced that 1 was a lost sinner, under the condemnation 
and curse of the law, which says, ' Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them.' Now (said he) this brought 
ine into very great distress, not knowing how I eoukl get 
relief. After some time spent in this sorrow, from an at* 
tentivo reading in St. Paul's epiiole to the Kotxans, I ob» 
served that he spuke of the righteousness of God, which is 
by faith of Jesus Chiist unto all and upon all them that be- 
lieve. From this inid Scvcrul other passages, I cume to see 
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that it was by the imputation of the obedience of Jesas 
Christ that a sinner was justified through faith in the same. 
This (said the Quaker) just suited my case, and I was mad a 
to submit to it ; and then I found peace with God, through 
Jesus Christ — and ever since my soul rejoices in this 
blessed truth, and draws me to yield obedience to the law 
with delight, now I see I am justified by the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ imputed to me. When (added the Quaker) 
I had found this experience, I endeavoured to make our 
society sensible of the same, but without success ; for thay 
did then, and still do much disapprove of me; but I cannot 
help that; I am obliged to abide by what I have learnt 
from God concerning this only way of justification by the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ imputed unto all that believe 
in Him." 

This, reader, is the substance of the Quaker's relation ; 
and I think it is a noble testimony to the gospel, and a 
most excellent confirmation of that scripture, where it is 
said, that the law is a schoolmaster to lead us unto Christ, 
that we might be justified by faith, and that Christ is the end 
of the law for righteousness unto every one that believeth. 
Here is an account drawn from experience, and confirmed 
by scripture, that I think must convince any one not wil- 
fully shutting their eyes, that by the deeds of the law no 
flesh can be justified. And on the other hand, that wu 
are justified freely by God's grace, through the redemption 
which is in Jesus Christ. 

Let me further add, concerning this Quaker, that his 
life and conversation after this adorned the gospel ; pious, 
honest, and sober. Only he did not lay such a stress as he 
did before upon little trifles ; also became christian ly 
cheerful and easy in his conversation ; quite free from the 
sour leaven of the pharisee, the constant attendant of self- 
righteousness. And though he still continued to use the 
Quaker's dress and speech, and remained in the society* 
yet hd kept up a free intimacy with all that loved Christ, 
and opened his doors to all who preached salvation by the 
blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

1 have been the more particular in giving this history, 
as 1 think it may be (through God's blessing) of very great 
benefit to serious minds of every denomination. And I 
earnestly entreat the Quakers in particular, to consider 
very seriously of this remarkable accouut, and accept it as 
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well deserving their deep attention, and as illustrating the 
true nature of the gospel of Jesus Christ, in the greatest 
plainness and simplicity. 

As long as I continued at Norwich, which was till the 
year 1761, I always kept up my intimacy with this Quaker, 
whose soher, godly, and righteous life and conversation not 
only endeared him to me, hut to all his acquaintance. And 
I do not douht hut that if he is yet living, he still goes on 
to helieve with the heart unto righteousness, and with his 
mouth to make confession thereof unto salvation. That 
all my readers, as well as myself, may he of the happy num- 
her who do fco likewise, is the earnest and sincere prayer of 
my heart. Amen. 

Now Moses must to Christ give place : 
For we are justified by grace. ^ 

'Tis by the law we learn our sin : 
But Jesu*s blood alone makes clean. 

CHAPTER IV. 

A remarkable erent which happened to myself at Chedgrore. 

Now, my heloved reader, I have almost done with my 
account of Norfolk ; hut before I quite leave it, I will 
record here a very extraordinary occurrence which one day 
befel myself. The particulars take as follow : — I was at 
this time at a village called Cla3cton, with a farmer, a dear 
and pious friend of mine, his name Mr. Samuel Smith, at 
whose house I frequently preached. One morning, I set 
out from his house to go to Beccles, in Suffolk. Mr. Smith 
attended me a few miles, and I remember our conversation 
was very solemn and spiritual. When he left me, I con- 
tinued to ride on alone, meditating upon heavenly things, 
when I came to a village called Chedgrove. As I passed 
by the church, I observed upon the steeple a reuiaikably 
large stone cross, which caught my eye only on account of 
its bulk. As I looked at it, I said to myself, — " A cross, a 
cross, it was upon a cross Christ died for my sins." Imme- 
diately, the Holy Spirit of God shone into my soul, and 
made me see as clear as the sun in the sky, that my ever- 
blessed Saviour and Bedeemer bore all my sins (I say all 
jQTf einB) in bia own body on the cto«& ; aud that by his 
/^recjoaa Bufferings and deaMi be had saved tuq ^toxxiV^W, 
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and made my eternal peace with God ; and that T was now 
the object of his unchangeable love and delight. Upon 
Mb, Buch a rapture of peace and joy OTerwhelmed my 
▼hole souly as cannot possibly be expressed by any language 
whatever. 

This might be about ten o'clock in the forenoon. The 
joy continued and increased in me all day; and at nigh^, 
when I went to bed at Beccles, it kept me long awake, 
and remained with me in my sleep. I never had before, 
nor have I had ever since, so remarkable a demonstration 
of the Holy Ghost concerning full atonement made by 
Christ's death for all my sins. It was as if 1 1iad seen it 
with my eyes, and opened heaven itself in my inmost soul. 
Glory, glory, be to Him for the same. The next day the 
brightness of this discovery gradually went away, but left 
me in great peace and tranquillity of spirit. Since that 
time I have passed through Chedgrove, and looked at the 
stone cross, but without any particular impression, which 
teaches that the Spirit of God blows when and where 
it listeth, and that God can, when he pleases, make the 
smallest trifles an instrument of good to the soul of man. 
Blessed are they who trust in Him ! And blessed be His 
holy name for the gift of His dear Son, who was delivered 
for our offences, and raised again for our justification.* 

Let others boast of merit vain, 

I'll gaze on Jesus' face. 
And pond'ring well His death and pain, 

I'll boast alone of grace. 

CHAPTER V. 

An extraordinary answer to prayer whilst at Norwich. 

Before I finish my account of Norfolk, I will relate a very 
remarkable leturn of prayer, which God most graciously 
afforded me. It was upon the following occasion : — 

It was in the spring time of year, when I was at Nor- 
wich. There happened to be at that time a very long 
diought and want of rain, insomuch that everything in the 

* The use made of this cross is no excuse for the erection of such 
things. When cne thinks of the awful and idolatroi s use of 
crosses in the church of Rime, it is painful that protestants should 
adopt t^e practice of making cioweft. , \1^^.\ 
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ground was withered and burnt up, and afforded a very 
melanclioly prospect, and the whole country was in distress 
on this account. One morning I was taking a solitary walk 
upon Mussel Hill, near the city, when I found a particular 
spirit of prayer come upon me, and was made to wrestle 
with God for rain. I was drawn to confess before him the 
iniquity of mankind, as quite unworthy of any blessing, 
but at the same time pleaded hard the worth of Christ's 
Buffeiings and righteousness for the children of men, and 
entreated God, for the superior merit thereof, to pardon 
their iniquity and to bestow rain. I was moreover strongly 
drawn to supplicate that He would draw them to repentance 
by His goodness rather than by judgments, and by giving 
rain, to let them see how merciful He was ; after this, I was 
drawn to look down upon the parched ground, and to hold 
up its mute supplication wilh uplifted eyes to God in earnest 
prayer. Thus I was engaged a long while. At last I had 
an inward assurance given me that my prayer was heanl 
for Christ's sake, and that there would be very soon plenty 
of rain. I then went home where I lived, and told the 
people of the house there was much rain coming. They 
could not believe me, for the sky was quite clear, and not 
the least appearance of it. However, about an hour or 
two after, the sky thickened and it began to rain, and con- 
tinued to do so plentifully for two or three hours. Then the 
sky cleared up again, and a scorching sun followed. Upon 
this, a farmer, an intimate friend of mine, said that this 
rain would be of no service unless there was a great deal 
more — the ground was so very parched, it hardly affected 
it. I rebuked him for his murmuring, and told him there 
would be rain enough bye and bye, for my faith was made 
strong as a rock. To make short of the story, clouds 
gathered again, the sky thickened, the wind fell, and it 
began to rain very hard, and continued so without ceasing 
for seven or eight hours together, so as to make the whole 
country swim ; this kind supply answered the purpose ; 
every thing revived, and there followed great plenty. 

1 have, my beloved readers, bee n very circumstantial in 
this account, that God may be glorified, and all believers 
encouraged to pray. Let any one judge whether I could 
reJrain from being overwhelmed witti gratitude to God, and 

to praise him for such a gracious aaavjex oi ^ta^^x \.q m^^ \j. 

oor un worth jr creature, Iwrho baa uo\.\\\iig x.o v^vi«.^W\,\i\^ 
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mercy in Christ Jesus : my prayer was His gift, and my 
faith for rain was His gift; and you see, my beloved 
readers, what was the blessed consequence of it. And 
more than this, 1 am persuaded it was sanctified to many 
people's souls ; for so 1 was led to beg of God that with 
the rain He would also pour down grace upon the people, 
that they might have a double blessing. I have thought 
this occurrence too remarkable to pass over in silence : of 
which (tl|Ough I could enlarge) I will here say no more, 
than only to desire the reader to give God all the glory, to 
whom alone it is most due. And I pray God all may re- 
ceive instruction and encouragement from this singular 
instance of God's goodness to me, whom He has bought 
with his own blood. 

Say, will a father give his son a stone, 

Who for some bread doth make his earnest moan ? 

Or if a fish he begs he may receive, 

Say, will his father him a scorpion give ? 

If ye being evil on a child bestow, 

With ready mind, all earthly goods below ; 

How much more will your Heavenly Father, then. 

Bestow his Spirit on the sons of men. 

Who ask this blessing with a humbled mind, 

Conscious without the Spirit they are blind. 



SILENCE. 

ASOLILOQinr. 

HAIL, HOLY SILENCE! source of rest divine ! 
Thy sacred awful charms th' enamour'd Muse 
With heart-felt joy, shall sing. In thee repos'd, 
A happy few, who walk in white, obtain 
The solid feeling of substantial peace. 

Eemote from sId, and wrath, and poignant care. 
In thy cool vale serene, and fragrant shade, 
The sons of wisdom, screen'd from hell's alarms, 
Th' unerring voice of Truth attend. Oh, TRUTH ! 
Thou balm of every wound I thoM ^^tfe^t, QJ^CSIS ^ 
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Thou First and Last ! Thou All of heavenly bliss ! 

In silence Thou art known. Of life's fair tree 

Thou art the choicest fruit. What mental peace ! 

What spotless joys ! what unimagin'd rest ! 

Are found in Thy exhaustless chanr'ng stores, 

To satiate myriads of Immortal minds 

Beyond their utmost wish. High- favoured John 

When seventh seal was ope'd, with wonder mark'd 

That SILENCE was in heav'n. But ah ! what words 

Of men or angels blest» can e'er declare 

What then was felt, in that celestial calm ? 

The radiant brightness of eternal truth 

Then pour'd full tides of beatific joy 

On all the raptur'd throng. True worship, then, 

Was paid to HIM, on throne of white who sat; 

Before whose face nnveil'd, old heaven and earth, 

With utmost speed, did fly. Ah, think, my soul. 

How far from wisdom's golden precepts err 

The noisy crowd, who slight with proud disdain 

The solemn joys which inward silence yields. 

'Tis here the mind expands ! the noble soul 

Familiar grows with pure celestial things; 

Which to its high descent and boundless grasp 

Are all congenial, and which never cloy. 

Thrice welcome, then, thou pure celestial calai. 
Wherein th' Eternal speaks ! Whose word distils, 
(Soft as the gentle dew on tender flow'rs, 
In atoms fine, of crystal liquid pearl,) 
To cheer the heart, and with its. costly balm 
Dispenses every good. As night's black shade 
Before the rising sun subsides : as spring 
Absorbs pale winter's shivering cold : so QOB'S 
Eternal word — His own essential Word, 
In silence heard, all mental pain removes : 
And deeply through the ravish'd mind proclaims 
That where He glorious reigns, there ALL IS LOVE ! 
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